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LIFE LIFE

Entries are by email to winton@theproblemist.
org no later than 31 July. Only the first move 
is required. Successful entrants qualify for a 
postal round, so do include a name and 
address. Mark your entry ‘The Spectator’! 
Those who were under 18 on 31 August 2021 
must give their date of birth. For more details 
about the competition, including how to enter 
by post, visit https://bit.ly/38Q46E2. For more 
information on the rich world of problem-
solving, visit ‘theproblemist.org’. The website 
has an excellent section titled ‘For Beginners’, 
in which the ‘Two-Move Secrets’ section may 
provide inspiration.

		  Across
	 9	 Wood sorrel plants  

tangled in 11 (4)
	12	 See 35 Down
	14	 Arrive at a junction in a 

flurry (6)
	16	 Intestinal condition 

involves some bile,  
usually (5)

	17	 Educated woman 
consumes a cucumber  
dish (5)

	20	 German short story 
portraying short month at 
women’s magazine (7)

	21	 Honour about six at 
counter (7)

	23	 Hurtful commercial  
jingle (7)

	24	 Palmettos seen from  
Tulsa balcony (5)

	25	 Restaurant employee 
drops one drink (5) 

	27	 To economise is lacking 
all purpose (7)

	30	 Drug increased paranoia, 
we heard (7)

	32	 I repeatedly snore – sadly 
making more din (7)

	36	 Fights which are probably 
rigged (5)

	37	 Borrowing rate one pound 
a month (5)

	38	 Lazy old couple housing 
sailor (6)

	40	 Tom Cruise, extravagant 
dresser (9)

	41	 Ancient civilisation’s 
illusion (4)

	42	 Car trader who circles  
and cuts (7,6)

		  Down
	 2	 A lot may go when it falls 

(5)
	 4	 Man of note could break 

galley up intermittently (5)
	 5	 Cloaks from party with 

Cretan king (7)
	 6	 Month with birds in 

groups of eight (7)
	 7	 Communications from 

English men, we hear (1-5)
	10	 One enjoying party sorted 

out rebel Croat (10)
	13	 Review composition of 

pure wit (5,2)
	18	 Flexible quality of priest 

with debt (10)
	22	 Led up river free from 

vermin (7)
	26	 New publication about 

children (7)
	28	 It affects sheep, as price 

changes (7)
	29	 Polish language,  

overheard (6)
	31	 Travelling assistant in 

a gig (6)
	33	 HM leaves dog in  

German city (5)
	34	 London team spurned  

by Poles in the 
neighbourhood (5)

	35/12	 Title of Panorama (5,4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 
18 July. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please email a 
clear scan or photograph of your 
entry (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – 
the dictionary prize is not 
available. We will accept postal 
entries again at some point. 

Crossword 
2562: Clear view 
but no vowels   
by Doc

A furrow’s length, the story goes,
A furlong would be named.
Such ancient words that still survive
Made Shakespeare’s dramas ring:
A pound of flesh, full fathom five
And every inch a king.
Max Ross

I dreamed I was given a scurrilous inch
Before grasping a mile. What the heck?
That powder I ate: was it only a pinch?
Or a bushel, or merely a peck?

Had I measured it out in non-metric amounts,
My addition a shocking non-starter –
Had I mixed up a rod and a pole with an ounce,
And become an imperial martyr?

Can I fathom it out? Am I lost? Who is moi?
I am no longer sure who I am –
Such thoughts turned my brain to sheer avoirdupois,
And my life to a mere fluid dram.

Divide by sixteen? Or by fourteen? Or twelve?
What’s the pint? Will I ever be me?
Tell Johnson my scruple, and let me unselve
For I’ve taken too much £sd.
Bill Greenwell 

And now the end is near – the final chance
To view his life and weigh it up at leisure,
Not using some invented scale from France
But weighing things his way by British measure.
He’d tipped the scales on seven pounds at birth
But grown to sixteen stone when in his prime;
The tape read forty inches for his girth
And he’d looked down on six foot in his time.
His work got every ounce of his attention,
And he always did the hard yards to prepare.
He’d never give an inch when in contention
But took an ell when any chance was there.
But now he’s reached his last and dwindling mile,
And knowing him it really is no wonder
He plans to go out his way and in style –
Before he’s laid precisely six feet under.
W.J. Webster

Ah, once your world was measured out in chains.
You ruled secure from your Imperial perch
with every detail noted, from the grains 
and barleycorns to scruples (weight, not Church).
And all of it, you knew, was set in stone, 
and written out in schoolroom childish hand
with quarts and gallons, volumes that you’d known
along with every way to label land.

Who’d ever fathom how this slipped away,
crumbling beneath your feet as, inch by inch,
links to the Empire fell. The yards decay
followed by acres, miles. You feel the pinch –
and not an ounce of pity, not a gill
to soothe the loss of symbols cast like runes.
How sharply bites the decimal, how shrill.
Go, measure out your lives in coffee spoons. 
D.A. Prince

NO. 3258: STORYBOOK HOLIDAY

You are invited to submit a postcard sent 
while on holiday in a well-known fictional 
destination of your choice (e.g. Gilead, Gon-
dor, Eurasia, Wonderland…). Please email 
entries of up to 150 words to lucy@spectator.
co.uk by 13 July. 

SOLUTION TO 2559: PLATINUM UPGRADE   

The perimeter, starting at square 38, yields six of the CIT-
IES created to commemorate the Platinum Jubilee: DON-
CASTER, MILTON KEYNES, BANGOR, WREXHAM, 
DUNFERMLINE and DOUGLAS. STANLEY and COL-
CHESTER are the unclued lights. PORT (Stanley) had to be 
highlighted at 23 Across.

First prize Gail Petrie, Brean, Somerset 
Runners-up Keith Williamson, Cambridge;
Bill Ellison, Caversham, Berkshire

Name 		  	
	
Address 		 		

		 		

		 		

	  	  

		

Forbidden things have a secret charm – that 
delicious paradox applies to the chessboard just 
as it does in life. Moves which appear to be 
unthinkable (for example, when the piece in 
question can be readily captured) can create a 
strong aesthetic effect. Composers of chess 
problems often make great play of this fact – so 
much so that it is a useful rule of thumb for a 
solver. If you spot a move which appears to be 
prevented for several reasons, there’s a good 
chance you have your solution.

Once in a while, this pursuit of maximum 
mischief proves its worth in practical play as 
well. One of the most famously beautiful moves 
in chess history is 23…Qc3-g3, from the game 
Levitsky-Marshall, Breslau 1912, where the 
queen was placed on a square where she could 
be captured in three separate ways, each with 
its own refutation.

Consider the following position, played in 
a rapid tournament last year, with Rapport (White) 
to play. Black’s position is under some strain. 
The Qb2 is guarding b7 and e5, and the knight is 
pinned. The d4-square, controlled by six(!) black 
pieces, is a magnet for the eyes. Thus, Rapport’s 
next move was a masterstroke:

Richard Rapport-Fabiano Caruana
Grand Chess Tour Rapid, Paris 2021 (see diag 1)

36 d4!! An earthquake which shatters Black’s 
fragile coordination. There is no good response, 
e.g. 36…exd4 37 e5 Rb6 38 e6 and the pawn is 
too strong, or 36…Rxd4 37 Qxe5, and the c5 
pawn cannot be defended. Caruana tried 36…
cxd4 37 c5 Rc6 Here, Rapport could have played 
38 Qxe5, and Black is lost e.g. 38…Rb8 39 Bd7 
traps the Rc6 or 38…Qb3 39 Rf8 portends Qe5-
b8. Alas, Rapport erred with 38 Rc7 Rg8 
39 Qd7 and after a few more adventures it was 
draw agreed at move 51.

The position shown in the second diagram is the 
starter problem for the Winton British Chess 
Solving Championship, an annual competition. 
White must force mate in two moves, against any 
defence. (White moves, then Black moves, then 
White delivers checkmate.) 

In Competition No. 3255, you were invited 
to submit a poem about imperial measures. 
Brian Bilston’s terrific poem ‘The Empire’s 
Old Clothes’ gave me the idea for this topi-
cal challenge, which proved hugely popu-
lar, drawing a gratifyingly large, varied and 
witty entry. 

Bob Johnston’s twist on ‘Ozymandias’ 
– ‘Look on my ounces, tons, slugs, and 
despair!’ – and Brian Murdoch’s bittersweet 
Villon-inflected submission – ‘And where 
are the measures of yesteryear?’– were 
in contention for the prizes, but they were 
nudged out by the winners below who are 
rewarded with £25 each.

Full fathom five, the dead cat lies in peace,
The fallen feline worth her weight in gold.
Ten pounds of puss, down thirty feet, stone cold –
Stop all the clocks and mourn her sad decease!
Enough of water hast thou had, dear mog,
Two hundred gallons, give or take a pint
And therefore will I bid my tears restraint,
While thy demise leaves voters all agog.

Forget the parties, pints in Whitehall down’d,
The tons of cancelled flights, the petrol prices,
The fuel bills and the cost of living crisis –
It’s all about ten pounds of moggy drown’d.
Weigh it all up and you just have to smile:
Give him an inch and he will take a mile.
David Silverman

I’m lying awake with my reason at stake
For I woke with a nightmarish shock:
Has somebody blundered? Our measurements 
	 plundered?
I dreamt that they’d turned back the clock.
 
I’m staring aghast at a blast from the past
And I’m left in a state of hysteria
At a retrograde scheme that we’d share, it would 
	 seem,
With the States, Myanmar and Liberia.
 
I’ve confidence when I’m dividing by ten:
The plan seems quite simple to me,
But thoughts tend to stultify, trying to multiply
Eight pounds five ounces by three.
 
As inches and miles are invading the aisles
Of my feverish dreams I’ll invoke
Common sense to return, and I’m certain I’ll learn
It was all just an ill-advised joke.
Sylvia Fairley

The Romans built impressive roads
And introduced the mile;
They added ounces to our loads
And gave Britannia style.
And stranger names were later penned,
The bushel, peck and thou;
The acre measured out the land
An oxen team could plough.
From Henry’s thumb to Henry’s nose
Was one yard, it is claimed;

PUZZLE NO. 709

White to play. Miles-Pritchett, Lloyds Bank Mas-
ters 1982. Tony Miles found a powerful counter 
to the queenside threats. What did he play? Email 
answers to chess@spectator.co.uk by Monday 
4 July. There is a prize of £20 for the first cor-
rect answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution 1 Ke6! Wins, e.g. 1…Nc6 
2 Kf6 Nd8 3 h7+ Kh8 4 Ke7 Nc6+ 5 Kf8. The 
game went 1…Nd3 and after 2 Kf6 Kh8 3 h7! 
Black resigned, e.g. 3…Nf4 4 g7+ and Kf7.
Last week’s winner Nikunj Sinha, Dagenham, 
Essex

Chess 
Maximum mischief  
Luke McShane

The cryptic title of this week’s 
crossword leads to a five-letter 
representation of the theme. The 
unclued lights include two pairs; 
one solution has three words and 
six others are of two words.

Competition 
Measure for measure  
Lucy Vickery

Diag 1: White to play, position after 35…Nd4xc2

Diag 2: White to play and mate in two moves
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