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LIFE LIFE

imminent. And then he played Re7: a  
last ditch defence - or so I thought. I 
contemplated 41 b5, but it backfires horribly: 
after 41...b6! 42 Rff8? bxc5 43 Ra8+ Kb6 44 
Rgb8+ Rb7! White is several pawns down and 
hopelessly lost. After long thought, it dawned 
on me that there was no way to win. 41 Rff8 
b5! This was why he had to guard the rank 
with 40...Re7. Now 42 Ra8+ Kb7 43 Rgb8+ 
Kc7 and White would love to capture en 
passant, but alas, that was only legal at move 
42! 42 f4. White can secure a draw at any 
moment, e.g. 42 Ra8+ Kb7 43 Rgc8 and Ra8-
b8+ ad infinitum. I hoped something better 
might turn up, but it does not. Rg3 43 Ra8+ 
Kb7 44 Rgb8+ Kc7 45 Rh8 Kb7 46 f5 Re2 
47 Rab8+ Ka7 48 Ra8+ Kb7 49 Rab8+ 
Ka7 50 Ra8+ Draw agreed. Imagine my 
surprise to learn that 39 Rg8+ was a blunder, 
and Svane’s 40...Re7 had let me off the hook. 
Instead, 40...a5! 41 b5 and now 41...Rc3! was 
the simple detail we both missed. Then 42 b6+ 
Ka6 is a shimmy up the drainpipe, or 42 Rff8 
Rxc5 clears an exit on b6. 

The tournament winner was Pavel Eljanov, 
one of Ukraine’s top grandmasters. In his first-
round game, he found a neat way to promote a 
pawn without allowing perpetual check. 

Pavel Eljanov - Matthias Bluebaum
Deutschland Grand Prix, Dortmund, July 2022

87 h8=Q Qe5+ Now 88 Kg8 Qb8+ 89 Kh7 
Qh2+ looks like a draw, but... 88 Kf7! Qxh8 
89 Qf5+ The crucial intermezzo Ka1 90 g7! 
With two queens, the checks soon run out,  
e.g. 90...Qa8 91 g8=Q Qa7+ 92 Kf6 Qb6+ 92 
Qge6 with Qe5 to follow. Black resigns

  Across
 1  Reveal details of ride in 

car with open top (4,3,3,3)
 9 City is enormous, 

endlessly gloomy (4)
 11 Ivied ruin falls over, by 

God’s law (4,6)
 16 Landed fine, using 

pre-euro notes (5)
 17 Cooks up black paints (5)
 20 Spy agency recruiting  

old assistant last to hide 
bugs (7)

 21 Hairy coats regularly end 
up in African city (7)

 23 Unpleasantly loud 
jewellery worn by a  
queen (7)

 24 Halfway up on mountain: 
one at most, in Italy (2,3)

 25 Fine compost, almost  
tons (5)

 30 Bag item loosely in a 
storage unit (7)

 32 Religious Persian’s cry of 
pleasure during snack (7)

 37 Very small as an 
adolescent? (5)

 38 Put fizz into one Scottish 
scold (6)

 39 Next in line to broadcast 
on radio (4)

 41 Satisfy French girl  
no end (4)

 42 Dance step is shamble, 
after stiff drink (6,7)

  
  Down
 1 Money in lounge, yen (5)
 3 Happening long ago, a 

single item of news? (6)

 4 So tense, having fungus 
(5)

 5 Left where they speak 
Spanish, head off to get 
new wordbook (7)

 6 Acid is a disaster for  
this plant (7)

 7 Inlets: one dropped in 
wades across (6)

 10 Like a passage in Paul, 
scarier translated out of 
English (10)

 13 Drinks in sailor’s eyes (7)
 15 Start to tuck into supper, 

say – lout eats this? (4,4)
 21 Pigment both light and 

very dark (9)
 22 Terrifying as his gore 

spurts (7)
 26 Tidy bill for aerofoil (7)
 28 Manage severe trembling 

with oxygen (7)
 29 Try to catch goddess in 

Indian trap (6)
 31 Something baked in 

Georgia meal acceptable 
(6)

 33 Measures of drink good  
to overcome troubles (5)

 34 Sacks over this short  
foot (5)

 35 Transport in series (5)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 22 
August. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2567, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2567: Stop! 
by Fieldfare 

It is our crucial mission, our essential mission here 
at the Ministry of Worst Case Scenarios to 
contemplate those unlikely yet terrifying events 
which the British public would prefer to keep out of 
their thoughts and far away from their dreams. 
Crisis leadership is always an opportunity for 
greatness, and our unique role is to make greatness 
possible by applying game-theory expertise to 
existential threats at the very fringes of human 
imagination. Other government entities are tasked 
with addressing extinction-level asteroid impacts 
and the like, disasters with statistical significance in 
our planet’s history. We are here to devise strategies 
against radioactive mutant murderous hornets, 
airborne sharks and similar predators. We are here 
to forestall savage extraterrestrial invaders who 
perceive the wet wipe island in the Thames as their 
ideal landing zone. We can imagine even the 
catastrophic returns to power of idiot tyrants 
manqués. We will not be unprepared.
Chris O’Carroll

Good evening. Viewers may be surprised by this 
live appearance of a backbencher to address a 
national TV audience. And that’s a clue. You see, 
I’m not really a backbencher. For years I have 
headed the Ministry of Organised Chaos and Havoc 
(MOOCH). Finally, at this juncture, I can announce 
our successes, share the pride.

Remember Jeremy Corbyn? It took hard, 
committed, unacknowledged work to arrange his 
leadership and generally discredit the Labour party. 
That let in Keir Starmer, the invisible man, not a 
boat-rocker, but neither was Theresa May so our 
next move was Boris, mayhem personified.

Post-Boris, who knows? But I confidently 
predict that continued uncertainty and confusion, a 
dazed electorate and international ridicule will 
maintain the UK’s keynote role as a centre of 
instability upholding our position in the global 
marketplace. Now it can be told. What MOOCH 
promises, MOOCH delivers. 
Basil Ransome-Davies

We at the Excessive Warnings Department have had 
no cause to reveal ourselves until now. Our work 
has been mocked for such labels as ‘aspirin – 
contains aspirin’, and ‘do not place live animals in 
food processor’. However, in our increasingly 
litigious society, we intend to campaign for hot 
beverages to be served with gloves and portable 
fridges to cool potentially dangerous contents. Fruit 
must be sold with leaflets demonstrating how to 
safely remove and dispose of peel. Sports, including 
croquet, are prohibited without full body armour 
and ambulance volunteers. Heavy items must be 
labelled with ‘potentially painful if dropped’ and 
books with ‘may cause paper cuts and eye strain’, 
while all walls require the signs ‘slamming into 
may cause injury or death’. Plants must be marked 
with ‘pollen – may cause sneezing’, pointy utensils 
marked as ‘sharp’, and new shoes with ‘danger of 
blisters’. Remember our motto; Keep Calm and 
Don’t Do Anything.
Janine Beacham

NO. 3263: COSY CRIME

You are invited to submit a short story, writ-
ten in the style of a cosy mystery novel, with 
a topical twist. Please email entries of up  
to 150 words to lucy@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 17 August.
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SOLUTION TO 2564: SEA MONSTER 

The unclued lights 11 SOLITARY, 8 POOR, 38 NASTY, 36 
BRUTISH and 35 SHORT are descriptions of 1 THE LIFE 
OF MAN in 26 LEVIATHAN by 13 THOMAS HOBBES.

First prize David Andrews, Surrey
Runners-up Alexander Caldin, Salford, Oxfordshire;
Geoff Hollas, London W12

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

I chatted to a spectator after one of my games at 
the Sparkassen Chess Trophy in Dortmund.

‘A close shave today, wasn’t it?’ he began.
‘Yes, I can’t believe my opponent escaped 

with a draw.’
‘No, I think you were losing.’
‘Oh, but didn’t you see my beautiful mating 

idea with b5?’
‘There’s a fly in the ointment – have another 

look,’ he said.
[The penny drops, eventually.] ‘Oops. Ah 

well, better lucky than good!’
Fortunately, my opponent shared my delusion 

during the game. And doubly so, in that my 
misplaced confidence spared me the need to 
conduct an arduous defence.

My opponent has just snatched a pawn on a3. 
After 39 Rf4 Re8 40 Rff7 Rb8 my rooks would 
hit a brick wall. Black will soon harass the 
b4-pawn, putting me firmly on the back foot. 
Then, I had a eureka moment.

Luke McShane - Rasmus Svane
Deutschland Grand Prix, Dortmund, July 2022

39 Rg8+ Ka7 40 Rf4 I slid this rook across 
with an air of finality. The threat is Rf4-f8-a8 
mate, while 40...a5 is met by 41 b5, sealing off 
the king’s exit, e.g. 41...cxb5 42 Rff8 b6 43 
Rg7+ Ka6 44 Ra8# Rasmus Svane, buried his 
head in his hands – evidently he had seen my 
splendid trick. Resignation, I knew, was 

In Competition No. 3260, a challenge  
suggested by a reader, you were invited  
to reveal the existence of a hitherto unsus-
pected government department by means of 
a speech by its minister explaining its impor-
tant policies.

Among those entries with a distinct 
whiff of plausibility was Alan Millard’s 
Department for Silly Talks, which aims ‘to 
encourage the proliferation of senseless 
gobbledegook amongst politicians, profes-
sional groups and the general population 
so that anything anyone says becomes too 
unintelligible to understand’ and to there-
by ‘disseminate utter confusion amongst 
the populace forcing them to accept parlia-
ment’s decisions by being too bewildered to 
challenge them’. 

Honourable mentions are also award-
ed to other worthy runners-up: Brian  
Murdoch, Frank McDonald, Adrian Fry, 
David Silverman, David Shields and D.A. 
Prince. The winners, printed below, pocket 
£30 each.

 
Department of Absolute Fantasy
What is DAF? you ask. I say it is the lubricious 
mechanism of the state. I say it is the power in the 
government’s engines. I say it is the main driver of 
decision-making. As we all know, our batteries are 
recharged by sleep, and by the healing experience 
of dream-land. If we did not dream, we would go 
mad. So it is with DAF. We exist to foster a love of 
ambition – to turbocharge our days, our weeks, our 
years. Into the interstices of central and national 
government, we introduce stories of wonder, of 
sunshine, of play. We cultivate the upside. We look 
for rainbows. At DAF we are proud to say we are 
infectious – more effective than any pandemic at 
circumventing drudgery or dullness. Want some 
good news for business? DAF: We have your waffle 
dust. DAF: Your fairy tale. DAF: Your happy 
ending. Cheeese!. 
Bill Greenwell

It has come to my attention that a vicious rumour 
has been circulating concerning the Ministry that I 
have the honour to represent.

My devoted and conscientious staff work night 
and day to provide speeches for politicians at all 
levels, from back-bench members of parliament to 
cabinet ministers, and even the Prime Minister 
himself (or herself, as the case may be). The 
politicians themselves provide a draft of what they 
wish to say, which my civil servants scrupulously 
transcribe into coherent speeches, confident that 
those drafts reflect the unimpeachable standards of 
honesty and truthfulness for which politicians are 
known. Yet there are those who maliciously claim 
that my people’s actual job is to produce packs of 
lies to be regurgitated for popular consumption. 

I cannot emphasise too strongly that these cruel 
and wounding rumours are completely unfounded, 
and that, moreover, the Ministry of Mendacity 
simply does not exist. 
Brian Allgar

PUZZLE NO. 714

Black to play. Smirnov – Duda, Chennai Olym-
piad 2022. With his next move, Duda forced a  
decisive gain of material. What did he play? Answers 
should be emailed to chess@spectator.co.uk by  
9 August. There is a prize of £20 for the first cor-
rect answer out of a hat. Please include a postal 
address and allow six weeks for prize delivery.

Last week’s solution Last week’s solution: 1 
Qh8! Depending on Black’s response, mate 
follows with Qb8, Qf8, Qe5 or Qd4.
Last week’s winner Richard Booth, 
Cheltenham, Glos.

Chess 
A lucky escape  
Luke McShane

The unclued lights (including 
two pairs, one of which is three 
words, and one single light of 
three words) are of a kind, as 
found pleasingly in Brewer. 
Ignore three accents and one 
apostrophe.

Competition 
Hidden agenda  
Lucy Vickery

White to play, position after 38...Rxa3

kDWDWDWd
dpDWDw$w
pdpDWDWd
Dw)p4Wdp
w)w$WDw0
4WDWdPDw
WDWDWdPI
DWDWDWDw

Wdbdrdkd
0WDWdp0w
w0pDWDWd
DWDwhw1p
WDWdPhWd
dP!WDWDw
WDWdN)P)
DwGRdBIw

White to play, position after 86...Qe4

WDWDWDWd
DWdQDwIP
WDWDWdPd
DWDWDWDw
WDWdqDWd
DWDWDWDw
WDWDWDWd
dkDWDWDw

We apologise for a missing clue  
in last week’s crossword, number 
2566 by Pabulum. 14 Down should 
have read: Composition of 
einsteinium, for example (5)


