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LIFE

  Across
 9 The first three letters of 

‘skunk’ (4)
 11 Duke ordering wild 

heroics (9, hyphened)
 12 Beat wife and cover up (4)
 15 Mark has no time for  

heart drug (5)
 16 Satan, not dead, is this (4)
 20 Something greasy my 

big cat’s brought back  
(7, two words)

 21 One entitled to insist on 
touring boundaries of 
estate (7)

 24 Engineers extra base for 
one railing (7)

 25 Pity quiet soul (5)
 26 One boring gold plate 

returned (5)
 27 Element of stupid-

sounding trick (7)
 31 Green Knight painting 

rejected? The opposite  
(7, two words)

 34 A restart of game Neil 
suggested (7, hyphened)

 37 Leap from plane tree to  
the rear (4)

 38 Engine finally cut in dock 
(5)

 39 Darling Dad has the sulks 
(6)

 40 Loss of life as head breaks 
off island (4)

 41 Females sadly putting  
on two pounds are 
embarrassed  
(9, two words)

 42 Stars ignoring two 
unknowns for special 
performance (4)

  Down
 1 Commonly warms food 

and swallows it all  
(6, two words)

 2 Statesman pale under the 
moon (5)

 4 Long for wild party at 
college (5)

 5 Lorry left, dropping  
paper item (7)

 6 Grass in good shape? (6)
 7 One making changes 

replaces diet with 
alternative (6)

 8 Smothers lover – little 
energy is involved (8)

 13 Keep going forward, 
holding girl close (7)

 19 Virginia’s shoe? (7)
 22 Deer runs into patrol (7)
 23 Alpinist suffering 

spiralling fall (8)
 28 One new period of 

instruction succeeded 
explicitly (7, two words)

 29 Hoping for good result in 
half-moon spectacles  
(6, two words)

 32 Fine to leave untidy 
roomful of gilt ware (6)

 33 Excellent old Italian has 
no love for pilot (6)

 35 Fasten components up (5)
 36 Titan finally losing footing 

(5)
 
A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 28 
March. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – 
the dictionary prize is not 
available. We will accept postal 
entries again at some point. 

Crossword 
2546:  
Picture book  
by Fieldfare

Brothers sequence, this Manifesto tracks the career 
of a dully diligent lawyer and man of affairs – think 
Snow’s Lewis Eliot without the problematic wife – 
as he peevishly paces the corridors of power, or, at 
least, corridors adjacent thereto. It itemises at every 
stage what is wrong with Britain, suggesting 
proportionate remedies. It argues for a politics less 
about passion than the careful adumbration of 
public policy objectives through reasoned argument 
by properly qualified intellectuals conversant with 
both of the Two Cultures and with reference to all 
apposite data, outlining punctiliously and in 
extremely small print policies – judge-led inquiries 
here, precautionary tightening of red tape there – 
achievable by just those means of administrational 
pettifoggery and Hampstead drawing-room 
conversation that put C.P. Snow where he is today.  
Adrian Fry/Keir Starmer and C.P. Snow

It is time for a change. Britain has tired of dull 
politicians who get nothing done. Give me the key 
to the door and I, like a lovable knave, promise you 
magical mayhem and popular poppycock, different 
but never dull. You will see me grow in stature, or 
possibly shrink when it suits, levelling up or 
levelling down. I shall let my cabinet run where 
they will in a race to the finish and all shall be 
winners or else risk losing their heads. Encouraging 
camaraderie, my team will enjoy garden tea parties, 
though should anyone present accept my offer of 
wine I shall tell them, ‘There isn’t any.’ When 
captaining games, I promise always to play by the 
rules but with some flexibility knowing that rules, 
like flamingos’ necks, can sometimes be bent. So 
realise your dreams and elect a leader determined 
to transform Britain into a wonderland. 
Alan Millard/Boris Johnson and Lewis Carroll

Xi Jinping’s Manifesto exists without precedent, 
a 100 per cent correct 0 per cent incorrect 
Three Age Plan incorporating and infinitely 
improving upon sympathetic elements in Tolkien’s 
Lord of the Rings, favoured childhood instructional 
manual of Xi Jinping. Sauron’s Mordor is the 
inferior template for modern China, a surveillance 
monoculture committed to perpetual economic 
and military expansion. Future Chinese citizens 
will, henceforward, exhibit the longevity of Ents, 
the educational attainment of Elves, the 
interchangeability of orcs. Xi Jinping, while 
cognisant of the symbolic resonances of Middle 
Earth’s ring-based governance system, has 
identified and overcome inherent security flaws 
relating to transferability and portability of Power, 
rightly insisting on the compulsory re-education 
through expungement of all non-compliant 
elements cleaving to weaknesses – political 
plurality of man, halfling eccentricity – which 
concluded Tolkien’s work in the triumph of the 
weak. Olympic rings only will be welcome in 
China; the One Ring binding all having been 
forever superseded by Xinping.
Russell Chamberlain/Xi Xinping and J.R.R. Tolkien

NO. 3242: CLI-FI PLUS

You are invited to submit a short story that is 
a mash-up of cli-fi with a genre of your choice 
(please specify). Please email entries of up to 
150 words to lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday 
on 23 March.

SOLUTION TO 2543: PARTS OF SPEECH

Unclued lights are the many parts each man plays, from  
the ‘Seven ages’ speech by Jaques (29D) in As You Like It 
(2:7:139). 

First prize Andy Binstead, Stroud, Glos
Runners-up Susan Hay, Perton, Wolverhampton;  
S.J.J. Tiffin, Cockermouth, Cumbria

Name    
 
Address   

  

  

  

  

43 (two words) created 1A 
(four words) and 3 10 14 (seven 
words). The latter inspired 17 
30, whose work introduced the  
egregious 18. Elsewhere, ignore 
one accent.




