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LIFE

  Across
 4 Plundered item operations 

officer returned (9)
 10 Language in broadcast  

upset rogue (10)
 11 South wind endlessly  

severe (6)
 12 Sorry for retiring American 

musician (7)
 14 Stand in front of buyer with 

audio player (5)
 16 Proceed and set about 

conversation in America (6)
 22 Study absorbing information 

brought back by English 
traitor (8)

 23 Sailor who’s experienced 
lots, lad, sadly  
(7, two words)

 24 Check name in advance (4)
 25 Trees in mass stopping  

golfer (4)
 29 Lacking knowledge since 

sadly getting into difficulty 
(8)

 32 Like seaweed I found, not 
new, drifting round about (6)

 34 Going around in trilby, 
strangely aesthetic (5)

 35 Chiefly wanting one to be 
dignified (5)

 38 Like some spectacles  
horrid men arranged, 
entertaining millions (4-6) 

 39 Transport in case site’s 
changed (9)

 40 Area with points of 
intersection, not over range (5)

  Down
  1 Tolerate particular angle (10)
  2 Time on island for nymph (5)
  3 Silly person in Scotland 

getting a plug (6)
  4 Scraper in street with 

equipment one left (7)
  5 Seeming well-informed, 

rising before opening in 
arena (10)

  6 Dull people, nasty and surly, 
not unknown (7)

  8 Explain convoluted clue, 
beginning to imperil 
engagement (9)

  9 Portion put out, not 
acceptable (4)

 13 Most obvious part of tribal 
destiny (7)

 15 Pub, first off, taken in by 
lavish old stranger (6)

 17 Game with nice end, oddly 
involving knight and last of 
pawns (10, two words)

 19 Fabulists for example aim to 
break boundaries (10)

 20 Period occupied by learner 
with support, I see, about 
some maths (9)

 26 Lectures from master among 
boring events coming up (7)

 31 Fool, once in class, runs away 
(5)

 33 Long supporting popular 
record company (5)

 34 Take off around start of 
summer recess (4)

 A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 18 
April. There are two runners-up 
prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – 
the dictionary prize is not 
available. We will accept postal 
entries again at some point. 

Crossword 
2549: Obscurity    
by Columba

Climedown’s murder. Everyone was perspiring 
horribly except Lady Climedown, whose 
aristocratic glow merely intensified. Doggerel 
was outlining the havoc Gloucestershire’s 
newfound humidity wreaked on establishing 
reliable times of death when Dickie Climedown 
squawked ‘I say!’ at the realisation his spats 
were sopping. Instantly, everyone noted a heavy 
dampness about their own ankles, hardly 
requiring Doggerel’s deductive powers to 
recognise it was time to adjourn. Minutes later, 
they were out through the skylight and clinging 
gamely to the roof. Din increasing, visibility 
almost nil, further speechifying obviously futile, 
Doggerel mouthed the murderer’s name – 
Lady Climedown – into the torrential gloom and, 
when she did, counted it a spectacular confession.
Adrian Fry

It was a bright cold day in July, and the mercury 
was showing minus thirteen. Winston Smith 
unclipped his skis outside the Ministry of Wind. 
A poster of an icy woman stared at him: GREAT 
GRETA IS WATCHING YOU. In the foyer, 
Parsons bumbled over, wearing the balaclava, 
goose-down parka and green sash of the Party. 
‘Good news for Heat Week, Smith! The Chiltern 
glacier has advanced another mile. Five years and 
we can get average global temperatures down to 
pre-industrial levels.’ The telescreen flared into 
life: it was the only device that could be on stand-
by. ‘What a scorcher! In the blazing hell of 
Tropicana people have been reduced to bikinis and 
iced tea.’ Winston tried to remember. Had Frigidia 
always been at war with Tropicana? He suppressed 
the heatcrime and mumbled his Party mantras. 
COLD IS HOT. ICE IS FIRE. PENGUINS ARE 
INDIGENOUS. He loved Great Greta.
Nick MacKinnon

Returning from the corner shop with a selection of 
insects for lunch, Dr Watson removed the thickly 
veiled, wide-brimmed hat protecting him from the 
burning rays of the sun. On the stairs a strange, 
bearded man pushed past him.

Holmes was gazing out of the window at the 
North Sea. ‘Who’d believe it could have reached 
Baker Street already?’ he muttered. ‘We’ll have to 
move, advertise this place as a bijou seaside 
residence.’

‘Who was that fellow I saw on the stairs, 
Holmes?’

‘Ah. A denier.’
‘How do you know that?’
 ‘Elementary, my dear Watson. Beneath the 

false beard, his face was horribly blistered by the 
sun.’

‘False?’
Holmes lifted a small fibre from the edge of 

a cup. ‘Horse-hair,’ he said. ‘And furthermore, his 
hat…’

Watson interrupted. ‘Did you discover whether 
he can swim, Holmes?’

‘That’s hardly relevant, Watson.’
‘I think it is, Holmes. He’s just floated past the 

window.’
Sylvia Fairley

NO. 3245: FRENCH CONNECTION

You are invited to take a passage from a  
classic of French literature (please specify) 
and recast it in Franglais. Please email 
entries of up to 16 lines/150 words to lucy@
spectator.co.uk by midday on 13 April. 
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SOLUTION TO 2546: PICTURE BOOK 

NICOLAS POUSSIN painted ET IN ARCADIA EGO 
and A DANCE TO THE MUSIC OF TIME. The latter 
inspired ANTHONY POWELL, whose novel sequence 
of the same name introduced the egregious Kenneth 
WIDMERPOOL. 

First prize Gill Wayne, London SW9
Runners-up Storm Hutchinson, Dulas, Anglesey; 
Alison Latham, Pinkneys Green, Berkshire
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Doc writes: This is Columba’s last 
puzzle for The Spectator which we 
are pleased to publish now, three 
years after he retired from the series.
One unclued light is the sur-
name of the author of a novel 
whose title (two words) is hidden 
in the grid. Each word of this 
title has two synonyms among 
the unclued lights. Two unclued 
lights are surnames of charac-
ters in the novel, one of which 
can be divided into two words, 
each being defined by an unclued 
light; the other name is defined 
by an unclued light, which consti-
tutes an instruction to solvers on 
how to treat the concealed title.
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