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LIFE

		  Across
	12	 Pope, maybe, as thespian 

turning in late in France  
(9, two words)

	13	 Pound fine imposed on  
Bill Stevenson (5)

	15	 Reserve WC in polar  
areas (9)

	20	 Cosseted artist in  
recording was dominant 
(7)

	24	 Alastair organised  
white-collar workers (8)

	26	 Key worker’s jargon (4)
	27	 Sash Holbein regularly 

displayed (3)
	28	 Either way, one in order 

(3)
	29	 Resistance units – I see 

thousands (4)
	32	 Collier’s outer garment 

covers vestment that’s old 
(8, two words)

	34	 Bull and steer on left (6)
	37	 Agreement by smart lad 

returning green pottery (7)
	42	 Assistance for the poor, 

extravagant, willingly  
given (9)

	43	 Speak badly of topless 
dress (5)

	44	 Disciplined approach gets 
white rock broken  
(9, two words)

		  Down
	 1	 Start of the alphabet spells 

‘skunk’ (4)
	 2	 Wild cats left out in capital 

(7)
	 3	 Cold butter and jam (4)
	 4	 Mr Toad’s prepared for 

fame (7)
	 5	 Fate of City game, about 1 

(8)
	 6	 Ms Blethyn, Vera actress, 

last seen in bar, drunk (6)

	 8 	 Irish house cleaner finished 
early (4)

	 9	 Reference to a tyro –  
soul in anguish (8)

	10	 Medium river not quite so 
long (5)

	11	 Take right away? (10)
	14	 One’s parents ached 

awfully first – with these 
ailments (9, two words)

	18	 Game bird not all on 
mountain top (9)

	19	 Technocrat ordered heavy 
garment (10, two words)

	25	 City girl turning up, 
breaking down (8)

	26	 Party providers ruined 
terraces (8)

	30	 Light shoe for team coach 
(7)

	31	 Money, having lots of it, 
but not hard at heart (7)

	36	 Eye specialist loses way  
in Windows (5)

	38	 Hawaiian goose on  
East Anglian river (4)

	40	 Heathens oddly reveal 
composer born in 2 (4)

	41	 Indian chauffeur in  
classic Edsel (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 21 
February. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – the 
dictionary prize is not available. 
We will accept postal entries 
again at some point. Apologies 
that there may be a delay in 
sending out prizes at present.

Crossword 
2541: Beastly  
by Doc

an embryonic rat, with paws
that dabble in the drooling pools
where curious viruses abound —
observes their tips and tricks and tools,
until, chameleon-like, it’s found
a way to ape a weird disease;
grows hair, grows fur; has noxious breath;
keeps crews of parasites and fleas,
the better to dispense the Death:
at last invisible, it shrinks
and travels round by stink or smell,
breeding in basins, bowls and sinks —
as good a tale as experts tell. 
Bill Greenwell

The endless metamorphosis of Covid,
A nasty, vicious, ever-changing bug,
Has left us feeling anything but smug,
And makes us think of Kafka more than Ovid.
We’ve tried to keep the horrid thing at bay
With vaccines, social distancing and masks,
But still, the question everybody asks
Is: Should we fear a mass extinction day?

For some new variant, some foul mutation,
Some dirty trick it’s hiding up its sleeve,
Could wipe us out, the scientists believe.
Farewell, Mankind! So we, in trepidation,
Await, blaspheming or with piety,
The dreaded Omega variety.
Brian Allgar

Double, double, toil and trouble,
Render all your hopes to rubble:
Entrails of infected bat,
Hell-broth in a viral vat.
Cast a spell for each mutation,
Circulate through every nation
Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta,
Stir the brew and let it swelter.
Add a variant of concern,
Stoke the fire and watch it burn,
When the potency is gone
Spike the gruel with Omicron.
Yet our mischief is not done,
Our web of evil will be spun
Within our cauldron, hour by hour,
The changing face of Covid’s power.
Sylvia Fairley

Arising in the East it came
The bearer of the virus crown
As fearsome as the Mongol name
Before whose power the world bowed down.
And with each pitiless advance
It changed and changed again its name,
Each variant another chance
To be both different and the same.
With such Protean skills it dodged
The fate that smallpox had to face
And seemed interminably lodged
Pandemic in the human race.
But now a form not seen before,
Both quick to come and soon to go,
Has lost its threat as roaring maw
And dwindled to a little o.
W.J. Webster

NO. 3237: SINGLE-MINDED

You are invited to submit a piece of prose, 
in the genre of your choice but using only 
monosyllables. Please email entries of up to 
150 words to lucy@spectator.co.uk by mid-
day on 16 February. 
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SOLUTION TO 2538: GREEN LIGHT! CROSS! 

The unclued lights are towns on Gozo (go + zo are defined 
in the puzzle’s title). Apologies that this crossword was 
misnumbered when it was set. Entries for both ‘2535’ and 
‘2538’ — and combinations thereof — were included when 
the winners were picked.

First prize Alan Connor, Kew 
Runners-up Jeannie Chamberlain, Rushden, Northants;
Neil Woolhouse, Woolley, Wakefield 
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The unclued lights are to be 
resolved into four (unrelated, 
non-thematic) phrases which 
share a common format.
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