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LIFE

  Across
 13 Plastic strap on spade?  

(10, two words) 
 14 Truly no rector is 

transparent (5)
 15 Eucharist united a victim 

in pieces (8) 
 17 Polish glossy (5)
 18 Clue upset Pat (3)
 19 Alloy in metal ring  

nothing squashes (7)
 20 Colette’s husband takes 

against physicist (7)
 21 Save nice moose after 

injury (9)
 24 Last of these goods are 

mine (3) 
 29 Bird shuns rook in trouble 

(3)
 37 US city scours Delaware 

for trendy anthem (7)
 38 Sound personal trainer 

good lord engaged (7) 
 39 Aunt from Santiago? (3)
 41 Priest catches one fish,  

one that’s ferocious (5)
 42 Scheme member with 

money in powdered 
pigment (8)

 43 Put shortly, sun’s out and 
one’s outside (5, two 
words)

 44 Red hen tall lark  
fascinated (10)

 45 More stingy Arab never 
entertains (6) 

 
  Down
 2 Kill flower with pointed 

tool (7, two words)
 3 City imports most of 

cheese by aircraft (7)
 5 Dope maybe corporal hid 

in tree (6) 
 6 Biting cold permeates  

hand (4)

 8 Type of road a trailer  
roves (8)

 9 Unwinding I do in remote 
folly (6)  

 10 Sugar inside fritter cat  
got at (7)

 11 Lecturer denied aquiline 
cuckoo gets glanders (7)

 16 Some impala eat side 
petals (4)

 22 African soldier climbing 
Indian tree (4) 

 23 Gold brick rascal nicked 
(4)

 24 EMI dealt with no-one by 
that name (8, two words)

 27 Vertebrate from Armenia  
I comment about (7)

 28 Short andantinos in lost 
works – they’re worth 
recording (7)

 30 Very big chap snubbed 
merry Turk (7) 

 31 Sort of Champagne Charlie 
passing overhead  
(7, hyphened) 

 32 Pair dodge work (7)  
 33 Monarch in tight suit  

has slender neck (7)
 34 Hard worker drops fine 

kitchen utensil (6)
 35 Trustee plucked fruit for 

Virginia’s youngster (4)
 36 A little pinnie happy  

Alice folds (6) 

 40 What field marshal holds 
court? (4) 

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 28 
February. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – the 
dictionary prize is not available. 
We will accept postal entries 
again at some point. Apologies 
that there may be a delay in 
sending out prizes at present.

Crossword 
2542: Wider II    
by Pabulum

what we see before us. But I favour abridgements; 
they offer so much more than the full account.’

‘Basil has not even troubled to give me 
earlobes.’

‘You’ll find they are inessential in a 
gentleman,’ Sir Henry proclaimed, authoritatively.

‘Basil, I entreat you to paint the full account 
Sir Henry so disparages.’

‘I shall be delighted. But what is to become of 
my sketch?’

‘Dorian must have it for the wall of his 
downstairs closet,’ Sir Henry decided. ‘Visitors, 
seeing it there, will imagine him less vain than 
he is.’

‘Curling and discolouring in the musty air,’ 
Dorian smiled, ‘it will soon become 
unrecognisable.’

‘Artistic, almost,’ sighed Sir Henry.
Adrian Fry/The Sketch of Dorian Gray

I know whose sleeping pills these are. 
He keeps an ample reservoir, 
And wouldn’t mind if I supplied 
Myself with maybe half the jar. 

Tonight I’ll take a little ride, 
And when I’m ready, open wide, 
Oblivious to snow and hail, 
And toss my pilfered pills inside. 

And if I lose my nerve and fail 
To down the dose, I will avail  
Myself of poetry, in lieu 
Of verity, and change my tale. 

I’ll claim I didn’t follow through 
Because I still have much to do, 
And say it twice as if it’s true, 
And say it twice as if it’s true.
Alex Steelsmith/‘Stopping By a Medicine Cabinet 
on a Snowy Afternoon’

‘What do you see in this painting, Sophie?’
‘Matchstalk men and matchstalk cats and 

dogs…’
‘Look closer. Lowry’s crowd scenes are 

nothing short of a 1st-century AD Where’s Wally 
featuring the Holy Family!’

Langdon proceeded to mansplain how Joseph 
took his family to Salford following their escape 
to Egypt, returning there alone following 
Herod’s death.

‘Do you notice Joseph is hardly mentioned 
after the return to Galilee? Yet here he is hidden 
in Lowry’s masterpieces. Joseph’s secret “Priory 
of Greater Manchester” survives to this day, 
despite the ruthless efforts of Opus Dei. Notice 
how many seasonal names are associated with the 
city: Noel Gallagher, Gabriel Jesus, Angel di 
Maria, Cristiano…’

‘The Hollies?’
‘It’s no coincidence! Draw a line on this map, 

between Jerusalem and Salford.’
‘It’s — a straight line!’
‘Exactly. Now look at the redhead with pigtails.’
‘It’s not…?’
‘A three-year-old Mary Magdalene!’
‘Childhood sweethearts?’
‘Watch this space, Sophie…’

David Silverman/The L.S. Lowry Code

NO. 3238: FIGHTING TALK

You are invited to supply a poem about a 
literary feud. Please email entries of up to 
16 lines to lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday 
on 23 February.

SOLUTION TO 2539: WIDER

The six unclued lights and PLAYWRIGHTS (35/26) are 
FETCHER/Fletcher (13), CHILLER/Schiller (22), 
WESTER/Webster (34), MEANDER/Menander (38), 
PRIESTLY/Priestley (6) and COTEAU/Cocteau (12). 
Title: cf. Thornton WILDER.

First prize  Ronald Morton, Basingstoke, Hants
Runners-up  Emma Staveley, London E3;
Peter Marginson, Wilmslow, Cheshire

Name   
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Nine unclued lights (all real 
words) are the names of 35A 
with one letter misprinted. 
The correct letters match those 
that will appear in the shaded 
squares.
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