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LIFE

		  Across
	 1	 A grass posing as 

gulfweed (8)
	  5	 Dip in swirling river (3)
	13	 Oxford college with pool 

and some land (7)
	15	 Refuse in Cornish river (5)
	16	 Goats from Croatia within 

Aussie island (5)
	17	 Lustred cloth pressed by  

a painter? (6)
	18	 Silver and bird get on 

together (5)
	20	 Most rum in hot toddies  

I spurned (6)
	21	 Almost like Hamlet’s hairs 

(5)
	22	 I blend fine rum mixing 

one for madam (7)
	27	 Female convict meets  

hard woman (7)
	29	 See red and shiny black 

(5)
	30	 Safe Marley loaded (6)
	32	 Lively tune keeps one 

merry (5)
	34	 Slag crude Corsican 

stripped (6)
	36	 Curses from mother not 

specified (5)
	37	 The Gallic gentleman 

returned Georgia’s sugar 
(5)

	38	 Repellence of strong drink 
is my dogma (7)

	39	 Country garden east of 
empty fish pond (6)

	40	 Composer is retiring,  
we hear (3)

	42	 No agency managed 
compound (8)

		  Down
	  2	 Clique stalk hawk (8)
	  4	 Camel masters cooked 

shellfish (12, two words)
	  5	 Poop? Standard fertilizer 

(7)
	  6	 New larder contains iron 

shelving (8)
	  8	 What could be straw roof 

covering (4)
	  9	 Cop destroyed Nazi poem 

(6)
	10	 Two erks climbing 

ordinary tree (5)
	12	 I weaken first getting 

ringworm (6)
	21	 Rector in Spain breaking 

rib (9)
	23	 Odd tailor perhaps 

clothing bizarre rake (8)
	24	 Smashing prince with 

spirit cycling (8)
	25	 Horse dad found in lake 

(6)
	26	 Deeds initially in a 

prescribed file  
(7, two words)

	28	 Lasses promoting recipe 
start to eat fish (6)

	31	 Distance no jay flies (5)
	33	 Nigerian crosses river by 

Scottish suburb (5)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 2 
May. There are two runners-up 
prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – 
the dictionary prize is not 
available. We will accept postal 
entries again at some point. 

Crossword 
2551: Madness
by Pabulum

St George’s Day! Oh frabjous day!
He landed at Sheerness
And there he met a maiden,
A damsel in distress.
He slayed the dragon, got the gal
And then went to confess:
‘I have faintly saintly,
Euphemistic flexible devotion.
I’m a super-scally-pugilistic-sexy-Cappadocian.’
David Silverman

’Twas in an English crimson dawn
Under a chestnut oak
That the Lion of the Brits was born
And thus did he lordly spoke,
I am He (also she) who is noble
Who rules these bluebell lands
And whose vision, which is global
	 Though from this grand strand

For we shall always come forth
	 Protectionist of the weak
South and East, West and North
Each day and every week
England! Like the fabulous dog
Let us have our great day
And our mariners, splicing their grog
	 May cry Hip Hip Hooray.
Bill Greenwell

Oh St George he conquered the dragon
So raise up your tankard or flagon.
Be full of good cheer
And good English beer
And don’t tell me you’re on the wagon.
For the dragon we’ve slain now is Brussels
After long years of turmoil and tussles,
Setting immigrant numbers
And straightening cucumbers
And generally flexing its muscles.
So forget the price hikes at the garage,
The bad news that comes in a barrage,
For England once more
Has a non-porous shore
And St George’s name now is Farage.
David Shields

St George is the saint for English people
which is why his flag flies from every church steeple
as well as in decent people’s front gardens 
where their national pride stiffens and hardens.
He must have been an Englishman because he’s 
	 great,
true saint for the state,
a red cross appearing not only his flag
but everything from poster to carrier bag.
An inspiration for the nation
one for celebration and jubilation
on his day, which is April 23rd and when
people can be proud of being English men
(and women too). His killing the dragon
proves him a brave hero, like a stag on
a mountain top, proud and mighty.
A saint for all times, and TRULY knightly. 
D.A. Prince

NO. 3247: THE ROAD NOT TAKEN

You are invited to submit the reflections, 
in verse or prose, of a well-known writer, 
living or dead, on a career path they 
might have taken. Email entries of up to 
16 lines/150 words to lucy@spectator.co.uk 
by midday on 27 April.

SOLUTION TO 2548: POEM VII  

The poem is ‘Rondeau’ by Leigh Hunt. Its first three words 
as quoted in ODQ are ‘JENNY KISSED ME’ (diagonally 
from 1). The words are JUMPING (1A), SAD (19), SWEETS 
(35), OLD (38), HEALTH (7D), WEARY (8), THIEF (18), 
GROWING (30D) and WEALTH (33). HUNT (29) was to 
be shaded. 
 
First prize Terry Lavell, London E17 
Runners-up Ann Holme, Salisbury, Wiltshire;
Richard Higson, Rugby, Warwickshire
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Unclued lights (including two 
of two words) suggest nine 
words (all in Chambers) start-
ing with the same four-letter 
word that will appear diago-
nally in the completed grid 
and must be shaded.
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