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LIFE

  Across
 1 Talk shortly about present-

day veg (7, two words)
 6 Secure trim accessory  

(7, two words)
 11 Harp on about poor child 

(6)
 12 Sun already, so? It’s a 

feature of India (7)
 14 Welshman and Scotsman 

clash over nymph (5)
 15 Console unknown author 

about chapter (5)
 16 Delicate and light,  

keeping in time (6)
 19 Chemical from Chile in 

unstable radon site  
(9, two words)

 21 Embraces and fondles 
lasciviously (7)

 24 From memory recalled  
dry poem that sends a 
message (9, two words)

 30 Are out to take most of 
drink: little finally remains 
(9)

 32 Subordinate joins navy  
in light meal (6)

 33 Walk south with ugly  
dwarf (6)

 35 Fascist leader arrests a 
European or two (5)

 36 In sudden wind, I tilt (5)
 37 I feel cold, not half, laid  

out on this? (7, two words)
 38 Set aside extremely rare 

ring (6)
 39 At start of lunch, approves 

fowl and noodles (7)
 40 Like a relative, very 

countrified, with nothing in 
place of university (7)

  Down
 2 Hiding power of the ear 

and eye (5)
 3 Prickly bush’s height in 

gale reduced (4)

 5 Alpha male is about to 
leave friends (6)

 6 Rocking motion not called 
for, ordered out of cell  
(8, three words)

 7 Foreigner needs help  
back into lodging (6)

 8 Seize criminal, fit case for 
flogging (10)

 9 Place roughly covered  
in ointment (8)

 10 Open ten envelopes 
containing chemical (7)

 13 Shoal gets scraped clean, 
this having adhered? (8)

 18 Attend plays and fail to 
cope (10, three words)

 20 Make fun of detectives  
I back in law (8)

 22 Wealthy traveller? Stone 
me! (9, hyphened)

 23 Bird caught in drain (8)
 26 Pastry rustled when 

cooked (7)
 27 Valerian’s lobby receiving 

emails regularly  
(7, hyphened)

 28 Mess up note horn holds (6)
 34 Salesman round for 

recovery of goods (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 7 
March. There are two runners-up 
prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – the 
dictionary prize is not available. 
We will accept postal entries 
again at some point. Apologies 
that there may be a delay in 
sending out prizes at present.

Crossword 
2543:  
Parts of speech 
by Fieldfare

Lauds, with passion and thesaurus, 
Every little thing concerning 
O, my love.
Alex Steelsmith

O my love is like a shooting star 
Ablaze ’cross boundless skies; 
Shall I behold eternity 
Reflected in thine eyes? 
 
Thou art a beauteous bonnie lass: 
Dearest, I burn to know 
If thou wilt have me, Alison; 
Fain would I be thy Jo 
 
Then should we feel the heft of time — 
Nay, seize him by the scruff, 
Whirl in the world’s eternal dance 
Till he do sigh, Enough! 
 
Our love would be a pendulum 
Tick-tocking out the days; 
Tho’ I confess me, Alison, 
My love doth swing both ways. 
Mike Morrison

O my love is like a dry, red wine
That’s piquant, sharp and tart,
A lass, alas, who rarely warms
The cockles of my heart.
 
As dear she is, my stroppy spouse,
There’s something gone amiss,
However ardently I plead,
Ne’er cuddle we, nor kiss.
 
Yet love her still I always shall,
Till all the wine runs dry,
Till all that’s left to drink is dregs
To love her still I’ll try.
 
Of loving her I’ll never tire.
Though me she loathes and spurns
I’ll prove my love runs just as deep
As once ran Rabbie Burns’.
Alan Millard

O, my love is like a jazz trombone
Perhaps with bass and drums:
It slides serenely in and out
And rapture surely comes.

Which jazzman will he be next time?
Chris Barber, smooth, polite?
Glenn Miller, gifted in technique
But tending to the trite?

Jack Teagarden has all the skills
But seldom breaks a sweat;
Vic Dickenson’s more whimsical —
Appealing, this; and yet

For primal passion I prefer
Kid Ory, Satchmo’s mate:
Coarse tho’ his sounds, his rhythmic thrust
Means climaxes await.
Iain Morley

NO. 3239: BOOKISH

Sajid Javid is a big fan of Ayn Rand and 
Justin Trudeau loves Stephen King. You 
are invited to submit political manifestos 
inspired by literary heroes (please specify). 
Please email entries of up to 150 words to 
lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday on 2 March.
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SOLUTION TO 2540: RECYCLING COMPONENTS 

Unclued lights (PLAY, WITH, HOLD, DOWN) comprise 
components for the unclued cyclic sequence PLAY WITH, 
WITHHOLD, HOLD DOWN and DOWNPLAY.

First prize William Orriel, Newton Abbot, Devon
Runners-up Roger Baresel, London SW7;
Emma Shearn, Mogadishu, Somalia
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Unclued lights form a progres-
sive set, plus the name of the 
speaker.
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