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LIFE

  Across
 4 Fire extinguisher reveals 

bone and shoe  
(11, two words)

 11 Cross-country for 
Porterfield’s team (7)

 13 Ken’s forte amending 
binders? (9, two words)

 14 ‘There’s no commoner 
letter …’ (Macbeth) (5)

 16 Party including one 
teetotaller once again (5)

 23 Exhibitors in the rain? (7)
 24 Czech, maybe, in square 

loo (4)
 25 Feel less miserable given 

standing ovation?  
(7, two words)

 30 Tremendous weight of 
surreal montage (7)

 31 Beseeching chum for  
gem (4)

 32 Straw breaking camel’s 
back, profligate (7)

 34 It’s almost dark – almost! 
(4)

 35 With immediate effect,  
a sign of winter – about  
0F (7, three words)

 37 Finally unsafe – caught in 
aircraft, Do this! (5)

 40 Hot rock from good-
hearted mother (5)

 41 Sadly leave rich knight (9)
 42 Spending spree, wasting 

pounds on plant (6)
 43 Yes indeed. Under 50%  

(7, two words)
 44 Cold and hot sweets are 

prepared for snack  
(11, two words)

  Down
 2 Health food, 18 of course 

(6)
 3 Bird has change of course 

over far end of lake (5)
 6 Europeans with no head 

for travellers’ 
accommodation (4)

 7 Pulled out or turned in (7)
 8 Irritable, like our cats and 

dogs? (7)
 9 Fitness review: I buy last 

one (9)
 10 Delivery vehicle with 

nickel and lead following 
motorway (7)

 15 Prophet’s artistic grandma 
(5)

 22 Tub-thumper, US 
politician, keen on getting 
a hearing (9)

 26 Irish composer involved  
in tribal feud (5)

 27 Inscription in mine in 
terrible heap (7)

 29 Extra few words on 
unknown county (43) 
featuring old butterflies (7)

 33 Fruit for Doc during game 
(6)

 36 Welshman and Scotsman 
clash over nymph (5)

 38 Some divorcee’s name (4)
 39 To start with, Tim Ambrose 

twice says ‘good bye’  
(4, hyphened)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 
4 April. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – 
the dictionary prize is not 
available. We will accept postal 
entries again at some point. 

Crossword 
2547:  
Ascending order   
by Doc

 But being befuddled
 His words he’d get muddled
And call foggy days, ‘doggy fays’.

It’s a tragedy one of the best
Should be famed as a figure of jest
 And sadly this saint,
 Who was clever though quaint,
Was at Grasmere at last ‘raid to lest’!
Alan Millard/William Archibald Spooner

Salute to the great Enid Blyton!
Though never a lit’r’ry titan,
 Her books, on the boil and
 From Kirrin to Toyland,
Entertained where they didn’t enlighten.

At Newnes, funny tales filled her head;
And she wed her commissioning ed.
 Their daughters were later
 Both banned from their Pater,
For she moved in a new Dad instead.

She bombarded the world’s under-twelves
With fairies and pixies and elves,
 With the picnicking frolics
 Of ginger-beer-holics.
(These were banned from the library shelves.)
Bill Greenwell/Enid Blyton

The Tories chose Heath with great care
As something more ‘vin ordinaire’
 Than their normal tradition
 Of vintage patrician
With privilege rather than flair.

But apart from his music and yacht
It was unclear what talents he’d got;
 While his famed three-day week
 Plumbed new levels of bleak
And saw Britain’s prosperity shot.

Then Thatcher derailed his career
Thus causing much Tory good cheer
 Though his petulant hulk
 Sat on in a sulk
In the Commons for year after year.
Martin Parker/Edward Heath

His comfortable bourgeois nativity
Had somehow instilled a proclivity
 For clever critiquing 
 Of anything reeking 
Of common commercial activity. 

While flaying with lifelong legerity
The wealthy, he shared the prosperity
 That Engels inherited, 
 Albeit unmerited,
But otherwise lived in austerity. 

He found the free money sublime,
And savoured it while there was time; 
 His readers, he reckoned, 
 Perhaps any second 
Might deem it a Kapital crime.
Alex Steelsmith/Karl Marx

NO. 3243: LOST AND FOUND

You are invited to submit a poem about the 
discovery of Sir Ernest Shackleton’s Endur-
ance. Please email entries of up to 16 lines 
words to lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday 
on 30 March. 
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SOLUTION TO 2544: FIVES 

First prize Leigh Hughes, Bootle, Merseyside
Runners-up Francis Wheen, Pleshey, Essex;
Robin Jolly, Selsey, Chichester, West Sussex

Name    
 
Address   

  

  

  

   

The (unrelated) unclued lights 
(one of three words, four of two 
words, (one with an apostrophe), 
one pair and two hyphened), can 
be arranged in ascending order 
with one appearing twice.
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