
the spectator | 13 august 2022 | www.spectator.co.uk 59

LIFE

  Across
 1  Metal-workers task 

expanded reportedly to 
include trophy (4-4)

 11 Bill’s new car. Capital! (5)
 13 A way to work out the  

last part of Hedda Gabler, 
possibly (7)

 17 Patrols out with new  
steel breastplate (8)

 21 Dark patches from  
red-top special getting 
loads of money (8)

 23 Charladies had omitted 
mixing pastries (7)

 25 Crust of bread, for  
starters. Yes! (3)

 26 River several recalled  
with nothing missing (3)

 28 Old boys’ meeting 
concerning wedding (7)

 29 Protection for half  
a day’s almost hell (8)

 34 A fraction of Satanism  
in another form (8)

 35 A river? Certainly not!  
But it is! (4)

 36 Restrain petrel round the 
South (6)

 38 Amid uproar, said to be 
treated with contempt (7)

 39 Wash out during winter  
in Serbia (5)

 41 Gives out, say, direction 
about the way (6)

 42 Cancels order for 
windscreens – not new (8)

   
  Down
 1 Keen perception at 

Gloucestershire port (9)
 2 Nibble and kiss (4)

 4 King partly suffered raw 
deal, being overthrown (6)

 5 Group of clues in the 
French sport (8)

 6 Cultivating sesame on 
waterfall. Good (7)

 7 Letter from pub after  
drink (5)

 8 Sudden attacks upset  
Tunis prior (10)

 9 Praise is no longer key (5)
 15 Field event debate is  

cut (6)
 18 Grandiloquence is around, 

having done away with 
coat of varnish (10)

 22 African lizards, gnus and 
zebras – 20 lost out (9)

 24 X on the map, as cow 
wanders away from 
foaming watercourse (8)

 27 Material in great heaps, 
we’re told (7)

 30 Wanders around furtively 
and pries (6)

 31 Cyclin’ with one item  
of beachwear (6)

 33 Extinct birds are the  
same at parties (5)

 37 Employed, but  
exploited (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 30 
August. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2568, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2568: Next door 
have gone  
by Doc

Of our rapidly expanding universe.  
 
Amazed, we let our gazes rove around each novel 
 supernova,  
Thanking science and Jehovah for the sight  
Of starlight being born and dying, while our clever 
 race is spying                     
On it all, with mirrors flying on a kite.
Alex Steelsmith 

À la recherche du temps perdu –
the telescope surveys
those galaxies we never knew
existed in the haze.

Time past: the universe’s birth,
the origins of life.
How small our puny little Earth,
how trivial our strife.

Infrared vision lets it peer
back before Genesis.
And will Creation now be clear
and not some dark abyss?

The start of time – it outdoes Proust
in scale of memory
and all without that magic boost
of madeleine and tea. 
D.A. Prince

Space has not anything to show more fair; 
Webb’s telescope reveals the galaxies, 
its camera lays eternal treasures bare, 
jewelled nebulae, the hue of fantasies. 
One million miles from Earth it marks the stars, 
a kite without a string, a spacecraft drifting, 
maps planets, fiery Jupiter and Mars,   
sees gases form, and cosmic stardust shifting. 
Orbs opalescent, shimmeringly displayed, 
such images make staff at Nasa weep, 
their details put the Hubble in the shade,  
and as we gaze, our awestruck questions creep; 
amongst those exoplanets, is there life? 
will future travellers roam this glow-filled night, 
this final frontier, far from earthly strife?   
In time, you’ll see McDonald’s on the right.
Janine Beacham

So now this mighty disembodied eye,
Released from earthly bounds, commands the sky
And with its poised and penetrating stare
Lays ever more galactic secrets bare.
It gives an autopsy of space and time
That is at once both awful and sublime:
Sidereal deaths, immeasurably past,
Occur on scales incalculably vast.
To delve these bloody entrails is to see
The empyrean in its infancy.
Were human life exposed to such a gaze,
We’d see regression to its primal phase –
A person shrink and dwindle to a germ,
The first conjunction of an egg and sperm.
 Did we foresee such ends when we began
 To view the heavens with a godlike scan?
W.J. Webster

NO. 3264: SURREPTITIOUS SONNET

You are invited to submit a poem inspired by 
this journal entry, written by Wallace Stevens 
on 3 August 1906: ‘Engaged at the office all 
day on a sonnet – surreptitiously.’ Please 
email entries of up to 16 lines to lucy@spec-
tator.co.uk by midday on 24 August.

SOLUTION TO 2565: 3 X 2

The unclued lights are words (or one phrase) which contain 
three pairs (3 x 2, in the title) of double letters: 13 Tennes-
see, 15/14 Sweet tooth, 17/37 Successfully, 21/24/39 Whip-
poorwill, 31/2 Bookkeeper, 41 Committee, 42/6 Barrenness.

First prize Chris Edwards, Leeds
Runners-up Graeme Palmer, Switzerland
Emma Corke, Abinger Hammer, Surrey

Name     
 
Address     

    

    

    

  

The unclued lights, two of two 
words, and including four pairs 
using two of the unclued lights 
twice, are of a kind.  
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