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LIFE

		  Across
	 1	 Tea service that needs to 

be done again for villa (6)
	 7	 Remote republic gets 

peace from Spain back (6)
	13	 Automated assistant  

hailed – they’re high (5)
	16	 Crazy French soul gets 

title there (6)
	20	 Repelling germ, throws 

away rubbish (7)
	21	 Shiny metal wheels 

covering start of trip (6)
	22	 Neither alternative 

accepted by Russian  
denial (3,3)

	24	 Undertaker perhaps  
fixing marble around this 
person (8)

	26	 Security agent (4)
	27	 It’s deadly, and so soft (3)
	28	 In Parliament House, 

termination is hard (3)
	29	 Gas poles, constituents of 

battery? (4)
	32	 Lily’s family member is 

one on a trip (3,5)
	34	 Generous people get name 

etched in entrances (6)
	37	 Most kindred are found in 

the home (7)
	39	 Mentally defeat minor 

planet (6)
	42	 Sailor overcoming armed 

force with science – here? 
(9)

	43	 Feet with which I may 
come out? (5)

	44	 Form in which right 
believers might abandon 
metre ultimately (4,5)

	46	 Threaten king and queen, 
say, with something that 
can beat them (6)

		  Down
	 1	 Goose nipped in the bud 

(4)
	 2	 Spell since noon provides 

one with six boundaries (7)
	 3	 Surrounded by pyramids, 

to some extent (4)
	 4	 Nut-brown additive (1-6)
	 5	 Being cutesy in between 

essays (8)
	 6	 Matisse’s movement’s not 

united in suffering due to 
problems with cells (6)

	 8	 A part of (holy) land (4)
	 9	 First to eat bison, say, at 

the attached end (8)
	10	 Revolutionary, after 

monarch went wrong (5)
	11	 King and president 

wrestled with feverish 
problem (10)

	17	 Knock out presumptuous 
and fabulous home-help (6)

	18	 Duck, or fly from 26A 
movie (9)

	19	 Pianist etc playing without 
emotion (10)

	23	 Explosive mis-spelling this 
evening? (6)

	25	 Butler’s base desire to hug 
German man (8)

	26	 Bishop finding three feet 
in cemetery (8)

	33	 Ass cut head off herb 
pulled up (6)

	36	 Bucolic river, one that 
names a mountain range (5)

	38	 Almost catch tail of dark 
lord (4)

	40	 Association football’s 
finally dumped a nation (4)

	41	 Seconds of fencing 
opponent decided weapon – 
this? (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on  
12 September. There are two 
runners-up prizes of £20. Please 
scan or photograph entries and 
email them (including the 
crossword number in the subject 
field) to crosswords@spectator.
co.uk or post to: Crossword 
2570 at The Spectator. 

Crossword 
2570: Short story  
by Mr Magoo

Cotswold stone façade of the rectory at Nether 
Slaughter gather the Comfy Criminological Club, 
the ritual tinkle of teacups and a roundelay of 
delighted thankyous greeting retired restaurateur 
Felicity’s homemade macaroons as the Reverend 
Merridew lubriciously informs them a certain 
Colonel Ambuscade has been fatally poisoned on 
the eve of the Conservative leadership hustings he 
was to moderate. Retired teacher and quaint village 
socialist Geoffrey declares Ambuscade’s moderacy 
the likely motive. Retired pathologist Dr Fulcrum 
reads from the autopsy, sourcing the poison to the 
duodenum of an adder hitherto believed extinct in 
Gloucestershire. Retired postmistress Miss 
Trollingham flourishes a list of suspects annotated 
with gossipy gleanings from her long career. From 
this, an angst-ridden young interloper from the 
affordable housing, Trevor, a quondam vivarium 
owner, is declared Ambuscade’s murderer by the 
quorate Club. ‘Another macaroon?’ Felicity trills.
Adrian Fry

Gingerly, DCI Chambers took another sip of Lady 
Guyzance’s homemade herbal sherry. ‘What first 
raised your suspicions?’ he asked. ‘You see, 
Maxwell, when one is such a cat-lover as I, one 
understands their graceful ways – yes, Kitty, I am 
talking about you, you conceited puss – and when 
one saw that Miss Sidhu preferred an undulating 
ergonomic keyboard, one at once suspected….’ 
‘That the message “boris go” had been entered by 
Larry the cat?’ ‘The lack of capitalisation, the 
positions of the letters on the keyboard, and the 
short ginger hair under the “b” – clearly not Miss 
Sidhu’s – immediately conjured a picture of a cat 
maintaining its balance on a sloping surface.’ 
‘Leading to a backstabbing that has shaken the 
very foundations of power,’ ventured DCI 
Chambers, bravely knocking back the rest of the 
sherry. ‘Yes, Maxwell, and, unsuspecting, the 
murderer was Larry’s catspaw all along.’ 
Frank Upton 

‘A cakeist myself,’ chuckles Mrs Pettifog, having 
another slice of Battenberg and eating it too, ‘I was 
naturally first choice to investigate by whose petard 
Mr Johnson was fatally hoist. The only tea lady in 
Westminster village, I’ve served all the suspects: 
the party-pooping civil servants who spurned  
prime-ministerial birthday cake for warmed-
through lasagne at home, the junior ministers 
whose sole ambition was to set the Tugendhat 
bandwagon rolling, the bevvy of hungry-eyed, 
borderline anorexic Arcuri wannabes, the 
intellectually famished ladies and gentlemen of the 
press.’ Miss Pettifog pauses, looking about the 
room to see if the suspects have recognised 
themselves, amused some haven’t. ‘I know you’re 
all guilty. You imagined an incriminating needle 
best hidden in a whole stack of incriminating 
needles. Don’t worry; I shan’t call the police. I’m 
just pleased you’ve all enjoyed your high tea this 
afternoon because I’ve added rather an 
extraordinary special ingredient…’
Russell Chamberlain

NO. 3266: LARKIN ABOUT

To mark the centenary this month of Philip 
Larkin’s birth, you are invited to re-imagine 
one of his poems (please specify) in the 
style of a poet of your choice. Please email 
entries of up to 16 lines to lucy@spectator.
co.uk by midday on 7 September.
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SOLUTION TO 2567: STOP!

The unclued lights (including the pairs at 2/14 and 12/36) 
are names of organ stops which Brewer calls ‘music in 
themselves’.

First prize C.R. Haigh, Hassocks, West Sussex 
Runners-up Richard Foden, Vésenaz, Switzerland;
Michael Pigden, Barnet, Hertfordshire
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The unclued entries comprise 
two authors and a work of fic-
tion, attributed by one author 
to the other. Each author occu-
pies two unclued entries. Four 
of the unclued entries are two 
words each.
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