
the spectator | 3 september 2022 | www.spectator.co.uk 59

LIFE

  Across
 1 Bringing down plane that 

was used on D-Day (7,5)
 12 Heart tremor? (10)
 14 Member in bar, musing (3)
 17 Folds in damask curtains 

partly drawn back (5)
 18 Married? Possibly him! (7)
 19 Provide plaster (6)
 22 Agamemnon’s father  

sure to be murdered after  
a time (6)

 24 Entrance halls where 
amateur contest gets cut 
(5)

 26 Having just one 
connection travelling via 
tunnel (9)

 29 Biblical heroine 
abandoned by husband in 
compound (5)

 31 Tenor dear to the Italians 
around the States (6)

 34 Like Muldoon, son gets 
mad (6)

 36 French dish – new variant 
– underdone (7)

 39 One who authorises girl-
friend briefly to enter 
stately home (8)

 40 Lengthen in both 
directions (3)

 41 Restores control across  
the Atlantic (10)

 43 Succeed in a hedge market 
that’s volatile (4,3,5)

  Down
 2 Majesty has thirty-one 

days on Cape (10)
 3 Becomes gloomy 

managing dreadlocks Doc 
cut off (7)

 4 Fellow leaves France, 
trained as button-maker 
(5)

 5 Food plant crushed by 
overturned barrel (9)

 6 Island ways reported by 
cricketer Wilfred (6)

 7 Musket Rufus illegally 
holds (5)

 9 Like some drugs? All  
there is in genuine  
wrapper (12)

 11 Frame opening demand  
of horrid letter (4-4)

 16 Age to retire and live (3)
 19 Sovereigns are required  

in the maths lesson! (6)
 21 Specific aviational 

measurement of Herbert F. 
Johnson House (10)

 23 One member of the set 
that’s likely to fall out 
(4,5)

 25 Wanted sheets in certain 
colour (8)

 28 Damaging wave? (7)
 30 Narcotic composition  

I scoffed (6)
 32 Deliveries reported for 

eggs (3)
 37 Final word during team 

encouragement (4) 

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 19 
September. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email  
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2571, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2571: 10”   
by Doc

Reminding me that I have breached the code
That separates the dues of life from fiction:
I’m spending office time on writing verse
Whose volume will be slim and pickings slimmer:
The wish to make a name becomes a curse,
Pursuit of a mirage, a glowworm’s glimmer.
Best see the job, toad says, as useful cog
That meshes with the whole world’s working 
 wheel;
And time will always be life’s analogue,
There freely to allot but not to steal.
 It is a petty theft, no more, no less,
 A sin that in this sonnet I confess. 
W.J. Webster

My iambs I am scanning on the sly.
My rhymes likewise are hush-hush stuff today.
Covertly I lay life’s dull duties by,
Feign office work, invite my Muse to play.
The papers on my desktop, job-related,
Are camouflage. I’m using them to hide
The secret lines to which I’ve dedicated
This furtive creativity joyride.

So many occupations don’t allow
Such disengagement from the daily grind.
White-collar privilege, don’t fail me now
As I neglect the tasks I’ve been assigned.
If I worked in a mine or factory,
I might not have this opportunity. 
Chris O’Carroll

Earth has not anything to show more dull –
The deadliest of meetings known to man,
A tedious vexation to the soul:
The Departmental Draft Strategic Plan!
SWOTs, targets, key stakeholders, KPIs –
I hide behind my graphs, thought-shower you.
While managers drill down and synergise,
I’m scoping your sweet eyes and think sky-blue.
Beneath my minutes, budgets and agenda
I reach out and I touch base with your heart.
You had me at hello and I surrender –
My key strategic mission statement’s SMART:
Achievable: you’re my key take-away;
Specific, timed: be mine by close of play! 
David Silverman

‘Dear Mr Brown, it seems that your account
Regrettably is in arrears again,
So please send us a cheque for the amount,’
And let me work on my second quatrain.
‘The district manager would like to see
You upstairs in his office right away.’
I bet he’s going to have a go at me!
You can’t compare him to a summer’s day!
No, he’s the winter of our discontent.
‘Your quarterly reports were not on time.’
He’s no idea how many hours I’ve spent
Trying to find a decent final rhyme.
How can I work, touched by the Muse’s kiss?
Hell, for a game of soldiers bugger this!
Brian Murdoch

NO. 3267: DO THE BUSINESS

The IBM corporate songbook of the 1930s, 
The Songs of The IBM, had a song in praise of 
its vice-president. You are invited to submit 
a song from the songbook of one of today’s 
corporate giants. Please email entries of up to 
16 lines to lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday 
on 14 September.
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SOLUTION TO 2568: NEXT DOOR ...

The unclued lights were characters in Neighbours, 
paired at 12/19, 14/20, 16/19 and 32/20.

First prize Peter Taylor-Mansfield, Worcester 
Runners-up Dr Wendy Atkin, Sleaford, Lincs; 
Peter Baldwin, Chorley, Lancs 
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The unclued lights (one of two
 words) are of a kind.
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