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LIFE

  Across
 1 Perhaps not swinging is 

sordid (5)
 4 I might get candy floss. 

Like some chocolate?  
(9, two words)

 10 State with importance  
line interrupts fluency  
(10, two words)

 11 Local watery path to 
utilise crossing island (6)

 12 Recycled material for 
further education that’s 
fabulous (7)

 14 Art cleaning the same 
estate (5)

 15 Some anxiety managing 
roots (5)

 16 Rowboat in trouble 
without this at first?  
(6, hyphened)

 22 32 stops to historic  
period (8)

 23 Backing one to hide Irish 
works on more than one 
level (7)

 24 A capital problem for the 
young fools (4)

 25 Place of safety for Tesla 
(4)

 27 Detective lacking 
manners is thrust down (7)

 29 The aria played by 
international flautists (8)

 32 Doormen rudely ejecting 
old and new (6)

 34 Host one from Arc de 
Triomphe ultimately (5)

 36 Local pilot flying around 
California (7)

 37 Notice Rob sounding 
gorgeous (6)

 40 Distinguished knight in 
turn needing these (5)

  Down
 1 Stick herbs around 

where sailors recover  
(10, two words)

 2 Goddess without 
aspiration to inspiration 
(5)

 5 Like, and unlike, verbal 
and nominal? (10)

 7 Page director cannot do 
without (5)

 9 Country requires energy 
to contain this volcano (4)

 13 Some flight flew, then 
turned like a night in 
Illyria (7)

 15 Former name for fire (6)
 17 Incline to sit below 

terrible spider (10)
 18 With cover in place, runs 

die out (7)
 21 Presumably get off horse 

to jeer (6)
 26 The hard-working forces 

of Paris (7)
 28 Doctor means Home 

Counties all together  
(7, two words)

 30 One entertained by 
fancy name of Crete’s 
mountain (6)

 31 Rule or abdicate, with 
Charles finally absent (5)

 33 River, originally high in the 
heart of Switzerland (5)

 34 Rank of Frenchman 
necessary to set a table (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 6 
June. There are two runners-up 
prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – 
the dictionary prize is not 
available. We will accept postal 
entries again at some point. 

Crossword 
2556:  
Recent origins  
by Mr Magoo

or crucial committee reports. Such an important 
man. She couldn’t resist sneaking a peek over his 
powerful farmer shoulders… Oh, my!
David Silverman

‘Oh, Princess Priti,’ sighed Carstairs, dusk settling 
romantically over Agra, ‘tell me again of your 
plans for intensifying the death penalty.’ He tried 
concentrating on her passionate tirade, truly he did, 
but seeing the flare of her hot coal eyes and the 
petulant set of her jaw, his mind raced ahead to the 
imminent explosion of physicality between them. 
It would take barely a whispered word of liberality 
from him and – whoosh! – some priceless Moghul 
gewgaw hitherto concealed in her voluminous 
silken sari would come arcing toward his soft 
English cranium. Evasive manoeuvres natural to a 
British diplomat, Carstairs would duck to fleeting 
safety, but his continued presence in her jealously 
protected palace garden affronted and excited the 
Princess, who terrorised him with a thousand 
humiliations he adored, exciting her own 
paradoxically adoring ire yet further. Her guards 
would expel him, their half-heartedness signalling 
her desire: he must come again.
Russell Chamberlain

His heart missed a beat as he caught a glimpse 
of the face that filled his dreams: plump cheeks, 
flushed like the skin of a ripe peach, that sensuous 
mouth and, above all, the blond, tousled hair that 
made him yearn to run his fingers through it. There 
was an innocent sincerity in those blue eyes, lit by 
a sparkle of impish humour. Who could resist? The 
memory of countless amorous affairs in his past 
meant nothing compared to the passion that was 
consuming him at this moment.

Choking with emotion, he moved closer, lips 
almost touching, his hot breath misting the surface 
of the mirror.

‘Yes, Boris,’ he murmured. ‘You are the only 
true love in my life.’  
Sylvia Fairley

He stood to speak, so near yet so achingly far 
across that Commons divide. Priti’s heart hammered 
frantically, yet she must not express her feelings. 
The archaic customs of this place demanded she join 
in the cat-calling when he opened his mouth. So 
manly, so decent, so kissable Keir Starmer’s mouth 
was. Yet never could it be hers.

She sighed at the brilliantined neatness of his 
hair, crimped into waves by a man who knew what 
he wanted his hair to do. Not like that blond 
blusterer…

So disturbed were her feelings that she added 
another furious clause to her plans for asylum 
seekers. Plans which would stir Keir to angry 
protest. The Daily Mail had suggested he wasn’t 
certain what the definition of a woman was. ‘Oh 
Keir,’ she moaned, ‘let me teach you!’ – just a little 
too loudly. Jacob Rees-Mogg, sitting beside her, 
looked somewhat disturbed.
George Simmers

NO. 3252: SORRY EFFORT

You are invited to write a letter of condo-
lence on the misfortune of an acquaintance 
which, intentionally or not, would have the 
effect of lowering rather than raising the 
spirits. Email entries (150 words max.) to 
lucy@spectator.co.uk by midday on 1 June.
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SOLUTION TO 2553: ISLAND ALIEN 

The unclued lights when arranged as 12, 11, 43, 5, 24, 
1D, 1A form Chambers’ definition of MULLET at 30D.

First prize Lynne Mullen, Eastbourne
Runners-up Susan Bell, Reeth, N. Yorks;
Paul Davies, Reading, Berkshire 

Name    
 
Address   

  

  

 

The unclued entries have some-
thing in common, and are the 
most recent of their type. One 
umlaut should be ignored in these 
entries, and elsewhere an accent.
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