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LIFE

  Across
 1 Take in fire shoe for small 

firefighter? (11, two words)
  7 Titian’s comb (3)
 11 Bum governor newspaper 

backed (6)
 15 Evil spirit with heart of 

grotty sod (5)
 16 Camorrist’s gold lace (5) 
 17 Last part of game to finish 

(6, two words)
 18 Bard’s ashes left in peace 

(5) 
 20 Abhorring PT slack 

stepdame cancels (6)
 21 Capuchin pressing for 

porticos (5)
 27 Palest Greek broods beside 

Troy (7)
 29 German menials in sandals 

(5) 
 30 Cyst entered round potato 

(6) 
 32 University nine abandoned 

from boredom (5)
 36 TV star arrests Georgia 

(spy) (5) 
 37 Girl from Israel visiting 

meadow (5)
 39 Vicious Latvian tailed 

prince (6) 
 40 Hunger for bread (3)
 41 Falsely Siren nicely swims 

(11) 
 
  Down
  1 Peter and legless Tony nick 

miners’ equipment (10, two 
words) 

  2 Oil giant developed 
printing method (8)

  3 Straying herds Neal 
discusses again (9)

  4 A river very clear with 
wavy sheen – it sparkles 
(12, two words) 

  5 Most foul fruit shocks (7) 

  7 Passage out of time 
provokes composer (5)

  8 Service tax (4) 
  9 Unoriginal work about 

mess (6) 
 10 Ordinary flower deficient 

in two stipules round stem 
(5)

 14 Ancient bod ran common 
nag ragged (12, two words, 
one hyphened)  

 19 Kittens probably go, put in 
one (10, two words) 

 21 Secret ale refreshed old 
villain (9)

 23 Pound street with difficulty 
over in Welsh town (8)

 24 Poet’s set about breaking 
bad steed (8)

 25 Copper kitchen utensil (6) 
 28 Wesker plays transfix (6) 
 31 Yoga pose some rajas 

analysed (5)
 33 Scottish town with new 

golf club there? (5)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 7 
February. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – the 
dictionary prize is not available. 
We will accept postal entries 
again at some point. Apologies 
that there may be a delay in 
sending out prizes at present.

Crossword 
2539: Wider  
by Pabulum

Here’s two, the truth of such would haply prove, 
Defiant as my mock-antique eye-rhyme. 
That HANCOCK, gloomy face of Covid gloom 
Might fall for Gina — just like other blokes — 
And make us cry ‘For Pete’s sake, get a room!’ 
Is all too typical of Cupid’s jokes. 
That COLADANGELO should likewise fall 
For someone who’s, quite frankly, rather puny, 
When OLIVER’s so rich and fit and tall, 
Is strange; but then, they’d met before at Uni. 
The moral is: don’t trust those PPEs. 
Their love can grow and dwindle by degrees.
Frank Upton

I’m Emma Raducanu… MBE!
(Like, totally hush-hush, till New Year’s Day),
Teenage sensation? SPOTY? OMG!
That’s literally awesome! Whoa, no way!
The letter from the Palace said ER —
The same initials, right? How spooky’s that?
The Queen’s like ‘What do you do?’ I’m like 
 ‘Duh?’
Then she’s like ‘Do you bowl or do you bat?’
So weirded-out at Wimbledon — big yikes!
Then slayed it at the US Open — whoa!
My Instagram account? A million likes!
Chilling at the Met with cool J Lo
And Lewis Hamilton? Yay LOL!
Like, Year Thirteen are totally well jel.
David Silverman

The deal was sealed when Jeff revealed his plan;
The Amazon phenomenon was primed 
To blast off soon, and so in June he ran
His press release, a masterpiece well timed.
 
The SpaceX dude could only brood. He knew
He couldn’t chase the Bezos pace to space;
In such a span of time no man could do 
What must be done, so Jeff had won the race.
 
But then — behold! — a flash of gold, a burst  
Of light! It’s Branson, gallant handsome knight, 
Sir Lancelot the astronaut — the first  
Tycoon to clear the stratosphere in flight!   
 
His rocket’s thrust left Jeff nonplussed and 
 shocked. 
A cocky scheme, at times, can seem half-cocked.
Alex Steelsmith

I met a traveller from an antique land
who said — ‘A vast and green container ship
stands in the desert, bows wedged in the sand.
A sidewind caught it broadside on its trip
from Tanjung Pelepas to Rotterdam
and spun it like a Pooh stick in a race,
so that to north and south a traffic jam
of vital trade is visible from space.
And words are stencilled on its derrière:
EVER GIVEN — PANAMA. Some say
A SHAG LIKE SUEZ? might be added there.
Nothing beside can pass. Round the dismay
of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare
the lone and level sands stretch far away.’
Nick MacKinnon

NO. 3235: A BIT PREVIOUS

You are invited to invent a prequel to a 
well-known work of literature (e.g. The 
Middle-Aged Man and the Sea or Dante’s 
‘Smouldering Rag’) and supply an extract 
from it. Please email entries of up to 16 lines 
or 150 words to lucy@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 2 February. 

CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD: THE WINNERS

The first prize of £100, three prizes of £25 and six further prizes of Follow This Thread:  
A Maze Book to Get Lost In by Henry Eliot (Penguin) go to the following. The solution can  
be found on page 42.

First prize Frances Whitehead, Harrogate, N. Yorks
Runners-up Norman Melvin, Twickenham; Juliet Burgess, Narberth, Pembrokeshire;  
Duncan Milroy, East Molesey, Surrey
Additional runners-up Ted Pounds, Bath; Michael Ollerenshaw, Altrincham, Cheshire;  
Virginia Porter, Gwaelod-y-Garth, Cardiff; Jacqui Sohn, Gorleston, Norfolk; Nick Walker, Glasgow; 
Chris Chatwin, Kenilworth, Warwickshire

Name    
 
Address   

  

  

  

  

 

Six unclued lights (all real 
words) are the names of 35/26 
minus one letter. The missing 
letters match those that will 
appear in the shaded squares.
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