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LIFE

  Across
 4 Insightful patient, ever 

worried (11)
 11 Report of joints at hideout 

in London suburb (7)
 12 Instruction to massage 

deep’s not hard (6)
 16 Fears one is concealing 

crime (5)
 19 Escape from hospital, 

heading off to shelter (7)
 23 Alien resident in  

El Salvador producing  
ipecac and suchlike (7)

 25 Goes easy on the French  
in tears (7)

 30 I came from Rome, my 
lad, for game (7)

 32 Effective contact with 
cricketer Plunkett (not 
married) and one child (7)

 34 = f.... (4)
 35 Theresa demolished plant 

(3,4)
 40 Speak (indistinct speech 

master banned) (5)
 43 Unspecified number off 

colour in Jerusalem (7)
 44 Tiny antlers damaged in 

passing (11)

  Down
 1 Not reliable working – 

indefensible (11)
 3 Bishop, for example, with 

quarters in ecclesiastical 
residence (5)

 5 In Cheshire, dense  
garden (4)

 7 Container holds present  
in it (7)

 8 A stiff examination (7)
 9 Press hack in loco (4,5)
 10 Rancour from 6/3/50 (7)

 18 Number clutching 
newspaper – time for 
100m race (6,5)

 20 Likely consequence of 
defective hearing (7)

 22 Queen new to palace 
across river (9)

 26 Horse having four gills 
and nothing else (5)

 27 Thick, black liquid 
company put on table  
(4,3)

 28 Tempts everyone, sure to 
kick off (7)

 29 Fictional detective 
depressed, carried by 
horse (7)

 33 Cosmic waste  
encountered by deer 
heading north (6)

 36 A riot lost proportion (5)
 38 Forget to mention some 

from Italy (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 8 
August. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – 
the dictionary prize is not 
available. We will accept postal 
entries again at some point. 

Crossword 
2565: 3 x 2    
by Doc

consultant with the administration and getting 
WW to realise that if she stonewashes her animal-
rights record, dismembers Aslan, and puts in some 
eight-seat express gondolas, this place could be 
a paradise, like Dubai with glaciers. 
See you soon. xx Edmund.
Nick MacKinnon

So far we’ve been detained in London by its variety 
of attractions (which include dodging the Eurasian 
missiles!), but I’m sure we’ll get to explore more of 
the island soon. One thing is certain: Airstrip One 
is culturally different. Even the English language 
has undergone some changes! 

No worries, though. Just adopt a ‘when in 
Rome’ approach. We love the fantastic group 
activities which are a regular part of social life here: 
e.g. the ‘Two Minutes Hate’, where we can 
discharge feelings of rage and betrayal that might 
spoil our vacation (you have to shout ‘Goldstein!’ 
otherwise the Thought Police will caution you, but 
you can be thinking of anybody).

We spend most evenings at the Chestnut Tree 
Café, a funky dive where the clientele is constantly 
changing. Mysterioso! A limited menu given 
wartime rationing, but the gin is cheap, so here’s 
to Big Brother! 
Basil Ransome-Davies

Hi – the only time I dare use that word! After all 
the scrum’n’squeezing of the journey (when did 
planes cut head-room?) we’re stretched out enjoying 
the attention and pampering. Lovely people, can’t 
do enough for us, and we’re getting used to how 
long things take, like a team hauling the drinks 
trolley, or wheeling a plate from the kitchen. At last 
their idea of ‘small plates’ and ours are starting to 
align and we’re managing not to call for shorts! 
When in Lilliput, etc… Only tricky moment was 
breakfast when they asked how I’d like my boiled 
egg. Some cultural sensitivity there, possibly, but 
it’s hardly Brexit, is it? You’d need a magnifying 
glass to see it! Probably some storm in a tea-cup 
and, believe me, their tea-cups are teeny. Still, it’s 
good being somewhere where we’re looked up to 
and can walk tall, unlike — well, anywhere, really.
D.A. Prince

Greetings – again! Yep, still living it up, still such 
a lovely place. A hidden gem in the desert. We 
checked out a month ago but it seems we’ve been 
granted an indefinite complimentary extended stay! 
There’s plenty of room at the hotel, in fact we’re the 
only guests. Makes for a nice intimate ambience, 
except the management seem a little, well, weird? 
Tiffany-twisted, if you ask me. It’s certainly not as 
described on Tripadvisor. There are some nice 
quirky boutique touches – the mirrors on the ceiling 
(if you like that kind of thing…), the mission bell, 
the dancing in the courtyard, the pink champagne 
on ice – but will the novelty wear off? We notice 
there weren’t any post-stay reviews online – maybe 
ours’ll be the first (when and if we ever get out of 
here!) This could be heaven or this could be… 
Be careful what you wish for. 
David Silverman 

NO. 3261: WATCH THIS SPACE

You are invited to submit a poem about the 
James Webb Telescope. Please email entries 
of up to 16 lines to lucy@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 3 August.
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SOLUTION TO 2562: CLEAR VIEW...  

The title resolves into CL RVW which suggests the 150th 
anniversary of the birth of Ralph Vaughan Williams. The 
unclued lights are seven of his compositions: 1A, 1D, 8D, 
11A, 15D, 19D/3D and 21D/39A. 

First prize Julian Prouse, Redditch
Runners-up James Bristol, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire;
Caroline Arms, Ithaca, NY
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The unclued lights (two single 
words, one a proper noun, four 
pairs and one trio) share a certain 
feature.
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