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LIFE

  Across
 1 To obtain 

acknowledgement,  
order direct (6)

 13 Love making fuss about ... 
(5)

 15 ... drink in The Wheatsheaf 
in encampment (5,4)

 21  Coolness of pal stoned by 
wild mob (6)

 22 Put up elsewhere, 
Spooner’s man phoned 
(2-4)

  26 Perform some chorus in 
Gerontius? (4)

 27 Noise from Paddington (3)
 28 Article of faith explained 

(3)
 29 Drop live commercial (4)
 32 A French pair separate (8)
 34 Petrol rating at once 

refined (6)
 35 Imagine state getting 

centrally heated (6)
 37 Stamp – one unused pair 

included (7)
 39 1 amongst 27 absolutely 

exhausted (4,2)
 42 Overwhelm unfashionable 

figure (9)
 43 Fruit from the East in 

some basil guacamole (5)
 45 Marsh – Yes! – tetchy 

somewhat extremely 
retiring (6)

 46 Marsh terrapins from 
Merseyside rise out, oddly 
(6)

  Down
 1 Clique’s after-school 

organisation (4)
 2 Said no to rubbish at end 

of road (7)

 3 Time is up – give out (4)
 4 Imply there isn’t a 

conflagration (7)
 5 Holiday talked of at one’s 

home – it causes friction 
(5,3)

 6 Capital where Tobago 
crashes (6)

 8 Could be a club’s racing 
programme (4)

 9 Tool-shed demolished for 
climbers’ needs (8)

 11 Two little boys capture 
rosaceous plant (4.6)

 14 A mast to be reconstructed 
for the Mississippi Queen 
(9)

 17 Endless loose change in 
round gaming premises (6)

 18 Airport’s initial 
illumination for landing (9)

 19 Wild August riot is 
unwarranted (10)

 25 Lectern reconstructed at 
start of year, just a few 
weeks ago (8)

 26 Check battery as source of 
medical therapy (4,4)

 30 Mate coming in before 
midday, ASAP? (7)

 31 Not too late to check blood 
group in lining of 
membranes (7)

 33 Member having expenses 
rejected at first is flexible 
(6)

 41 Three birds and moths (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 10 
October. There are two runners-
up prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk,  
or post to: Crossword 2574, 
The Spectator, 22 Old Queen 
Street, London SW1H 9HP. 
Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2574:  
A Chinese 
by Doc

We love to work for Jeff Bezos,
Though he don’t pay many pesos,
And as we’re driving along,
We’re always signing this song:

A… Ma… Zoo zoo zoo: Alexa knows all about 
 you;
Amazoo zoo zoo: she hears everything you do.
Echo dots, spying bots – making money’s just a 
 game:
Amazoo zoo zoo: World domination is our aim.
David Silverman

Mark Zuckerberg has made his mark
And shaped his own mystique.
Less visionary CEOs
Seem laughably antique.
While lesser minds are yesterday,
He’s the middle of next week.
We never Meta better cybergeek.

We’ve heard him called a robot and
We’ve heard him called a freak,
But still we love the future Face-
book algorithms tweak.
Some people find him weird but we
Prefer to think unique.
We never Meta better cybergeek. 
Chris O’Carroll

Stand up, stand up for Bezos,
You wide consumer base;
His is the horn of plenty,
A global market place.
From Mexico to Margate 
And Norway to Nepal,
The swooping-arrow parcels
Bring joy to one and all.
Stand up for e-commerce,
A flowing stream of gold
Created in a garage,
The dream of Jeff the Bold.
Stand by your magic keyboard
And cherish every key.
Stand fast for market freedom
And retail therapy.
Basil Ransome-Davies

You’re the boss! You’re the web Napoleon.
You’re Bezos! You’re an Amazonian.
You’re the cashmere socks in a cardboard box
That’s vast.
You’re devastating, a five-star rating,
You’re unsurpassed.
 
You’re the peak! You’re a modern Cortez.
You’re the geek dating Lauren Sanchez.
You’re the free-for-all that leaves every mall
A husk.
You’re Davy Crockett on a phallic rocket,
You’re Elon Musk.
 
You’re the bro! You’re the big banana.
You’re the flow of the Susquehanna.
We’re merely bots, bare milliwatts, dead loss,
But Jeff, if we’re the workers, you’re the boss!
Nick MacKinnon

NO. 3270: LINES ON LINES

You are invited to submit a short story enti-
tled ‘The Queue’. Please email entries of up 
to 150 words to lucy@spectator.co.uk by 
midday on 5 October.
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SOLUTION TO 2571: 10”

The TEN unclued lights are Scottish islands – or ‘INCHES’.

First prize Mrs F.A. Bull, Canterbury
Runners-up Susan Hay, Wolverhampton; 
J. and F. Daniels, Cremorne, NSW, Australia
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The unclued Across l ights 
(including a pair) are of a kind 
and the unclued Down lights can 
be preceded by another (associ-
ated) word.
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