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LIFE

  Across
  7 Monkey making glaring 

mistake (6) 
 11 Young hawks when in 

round holes (6) 
 12 Virgil’s epic time with  

aged Enid romping (6)
 14 Piece of tongue Tybalt 

cooked bastard refused (5)
 15 Chiel relaxed about 

university (5) 
 16 House spademan rebuilt 

MP neglected (6) 
 17 Down payment for place in 

Provence (5) 
 20 Playful grandchild is 

disrupting Thursday (6)
 22 Peasant offers Mark short 

march round Uzbekistan (6)
 27 German’s into dreadful 

mournful music (5)
 29 Rat perhaps met knight in 

small house (4)
 30 Some giggle evincing joy 

(4)
 31 Dadaist back cycling (5)
 36 Paddles together with 

American in storm at 
Cannes (6)

 41 Birds start to roost in 
teeming cities (5)

 42 Soldiers share nightmare (6)
 44 Empty chair that is 

attracting granny (5)
 45 Prodrug transformed old 

dad (5, hyphened)
 46 Stew involving cloudy 

liquid myrrh (6) 
 47 Face of killjoy crossing 

Egypt (6)
 48 Ancient partisan needs help 

playing viol at first (6)

 49 Asbestos? Body repelled it 
with energy (7)

  Down
  1 Old dandy jams madly  

with Yes (7) 
  2 Many bats sat close to 

British bird (5) 
  3 Mug containing weak  

hock (4)
  4 Whisky producer lives on 

plonk (5) 
  5 Sorry graduates rue leaving 

Swiss town (6)
  6 War god protects vile toad 

killers (8) 
  9 Fingerhole I located in 

fanciful place (8) 
 10 Band attempt drum-stroke 

(7, hyphened)
 13 Drink and drink clutching 

toothpick? (8)
 21 Colourless stone plus rock 

in bunker (8, two words)
 23 Article two people list (4)
 24 Sound of Persian women 

snubbed and upset (4)
 25 Outstanding cook I 

engaged (5)
 26 Make a fuss after soldiers 

indulge in sport? (8)
 28 Former occupant of  

barrel? (8)

 32 Maroon tie also slacks (7)
 34 Swelling amigo (drunk) 

imbibes lake (6) 
 37 Possibly Karenin’s wife  

left entry in chronicle (5)
 39 Goddess has time for love 

(5)
 40 Times politico wears 

shocking tie (5) 
 43 Pairs of nitwits Manitoba 

deported (4) 

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 11 
April. There are two runners-up 
prizes of £20. Please scan or 
photograph entries and email 
them (including the crossword 
number in the subject field) to 
crosswords@spectator.co.uk – 
(no dictionary prize, sorry). 

Crossword 
2548:  
Poem VII 
by Pabulum

Fresh colours flourish day by day
With delicate, pervasive might.
Spring is surely on the way
When darkness bows before the light.
W.J. Webster

Every spring I quite forget
that this is just a ritual.
The warmth performs its show, and yet
every spring I quite forget
that spring is how a trap gets set.
My folly is habitual.
Every spring I quite forget
that this is just a ritual.
Robert Schechter

‘Shall I compare thee to a Springtime day?’ 
Well, frankly, Will, I’d rather you did not. 
It isn’t very flattering to say 
‘Shall I compare thee to a Springtime day?’ 
Just look outside – it’s miserable and grey, 
And unlike Spring, I like to think I’m hot. 
‘Shall I compare thee to a Springtime day?’ 
Well, frankly, Will, I’d rather you did not.
Nicholas Holbrook

The sky would never be as blue
as cobalt days of lockdown spring
and as the breathless evil grew
the sky would never be as blue
the lapwings and the turbines knew
a twenty/twenty foresight thing
the sky would never be as blue
as cobalt days of lockdown spring
Nick MacKinnon

The celandines defy the cold March breeze
With glossy petals glowing in the sun.
Gold sprigs the green beneath still leafless trees. 
The celandines defy the cold March breeze,
In sheltered corners tempting early bees.
As if to prove that spring has now begun
The celandines defy the cold March breeze 
With glossy petals glowing in the sun. 
Jerome Betts

When spring arrives we must give thanks
For trees that burst to flower and leaf.
For crowds of primroses on banks.
When spring arrives we must give thanks
For nature’s kindness as the ranks
Of evil press, its calm relief.
When spring arrives we must give thanks
For trees that burst to flower and leaf.
Katie Mallett

I tried to write a triolet
about my love of spring
and found I had but this to say:
‘I tried to write a triolet
in praise of April, June and May
but ended up just blathering
“I tried to write a triolet
about my love of spring.”’
Roger Slater

NO. 3244: WORSE VERSE

Bono’s Ukraine-themed poem for St Patrick’s 
Day has been dubbed ‘the worst poem ever 
written’. You are invited to submit a poem to 
mark St George’s Day (not necessarily with 
a topical theme) that rivals it in awfulness. 
Email entries (16 lines max.) to lucy@specta-
tor.co.uk by midday on 6 April.

SOLUTION TO 2545: WITH A TWIST

Suggested by 41, the other unclued lights were worms entered 
backwards in the grid. To comply with the preamble, 6 down 
needs to be CESTODE (the individual worm) rather than  
CESTODA (the subclass).

First prize Leslie Verth, Newton Mearns, Glasgow
Runners-up Roslyn Shapland, Ilkeston, Derbyshire
Oenone Green, Feltham, Middlesex

Name    
 
Address   

  

  

 

Unclued lights are nine words 
taken from a poem whose first 
three words (as quoted in ODQ) 
will appear in the completed grid. 
The poet’s surname is a clued 
light and must be shaded. Surplus 
words in six clues are more words 
from the poem.
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