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LIFE

		  Across
	10	 German town invited 

Newton twice (5-5)
	11	 Smart monarch nailing  

the ceremony (6)
	12	 Granny’s wonderful  

honey (3,4)	
	14	 Yes, grandparent’s about 

to be of use (5)	
	15	 Small valleys breaking up 

Andes (5)
	16	 Anchorite tumbling out  

of cot gets rupture (6)
	22	 Medicine giving tiny tot 

fresh start (8)
	23	 Scotsman and German 

build platforms (7)
	26	 Some tanker offloads oil  

in Perth (4)
	28	 Having fixed appointment, 

two cardinals keep united 
(7)	

	30	 Feminine fiend cast off  
sin (3-5)	

	34	 Crew member in 
anchorage in Spain (6)

	36	 Woman with liberal air (5)	
	37	 Frothy half of beer  

May brewed (5)
	38	 Godless type is in crime 

(7)
	39	 Are people nearly lost in 

Levantine city? (6)
	40	 Vain hero wrestling with 

an anti-Jacobite (10)
	
		  Down
	 1	 Doctrine determined by 

200 working imams (10)	
	 2	 Woman, old, charged 

with energy (5)
	 3	 Worrying cockney’s 

getting fiery (6)

	 4	 Plant almost absolutely 
fruitless (7)

	 5	 Dated fashion of French 
fan (not English version) 
(6)

	 6	 Vexing Heather dogs  
local lass (7)

	 7	 Magistrates squashing  
the foreign insects (5)

	 8	 Chapels serving tea  
and shots (9)

	 9	 Puts up with no barrel 
organs (4)

	13	 Crazed or crazy? (7)
	18	 Gallop faster than man 

tired out (7)
	19	 Tatty Eben looked for 

sewing kit (6-4)
	20	 Spa no-good dumping us 

where rubber ducks swim 
(9)

	21	 Stockade in South Africa 
hampered bear (6)

	27	 Broadcast after broadcast 
concerning Peppa? (7)

	29	 Reserve of wild krameria  
I uprooted (7)

	31	 Bummer footwear (6)
	32	 Walk like warden outside? 

(6)	
	33	 Crowd mobs English 

rock band (5)

	35	 Winning score, one with 
pianos playing (5)

	36	 See flying saucer cut and 
run (4)

A first prize of £30 for the first 
correct solution opened on 
7 November. There are two 
runners-up prizes of £20. Please 
scan or photograph entries and 
email them (including the 
crossword number in the subject 
field) to crosswords@spectator.
co.uk, or post to: Crossword 
2578, The Spectator, 22 Old 
Queen Street, London SW1H 
9HP. Please allow six weeks for 
prize delivery. The dictionary 
prize is not available at present. 

Crossword 
2578: Torture  
by Pabulum

For years I’ve served my purpose as explainer to 
	 the nation 
and now this Jill-in-office calls for my annihilation.

I cannot help but wonder if she’d care to do the same 
to the little diacriticals that decorate her name
as lumbering encumbrances, and whether that 
	 would please her,
bringing her joy when hoi polloi address her as 
	 ‘Tereezer’.
Ann Drysdale

The punctuo-philiacs’ primary strop
is apostrophe use in the greengrocer’s shop;
but second for getting their pants in a twist
is the comma before the last ‘and’ in a list.
 
Bestriding their world of grammatical peeves
is the psychopath panda who eats, shoots, and leaves;
but the heart of the pedant is almost as cleft
by the poisonous partridge who ate shot, and left.
 
Though paupers and princes respectively hasten
for bargains in Aldi and Fortnum and Mason,
some care with the comma seems less high-falutin’
when searching for gouache in Windsor, and Newton.
 
It remains to inscribe this syntactical stew
of piebald assassins ingesting bamboo,
Oxonian commas, and phrases mis-spliced,
with love to my parents, Gwyn Paltrow and Christ.
Nick MacKinnon

‘The woods are lovely, dark and deep…’ was good 
	 enough for Frost
‘It needs the Oxford comma,’ was the editor’s 
	 riposte,
But Frost would not agree with him no matter what
	 the cost
And still the verse became a great success.
 
Why is it that the Oxford comma causes such a 
	 fuss?
The scholar says its absence makes a phrase 
	 ambiguous:
‘I really like my parents, Boris Johnson and Liz 
	 Truss’
Could prompt some startling headlines in the press!
 
The pros and cons and arguments can drive one to 
	 the brink,
A list of items needs the Oxford comma, pedants 
	 think,
While others say to put one in is just a waste of ink
You pays your cash and takes your choice I guess.
 
It could be that the reason for this wild debate’s 
	 attraction
Is simply that it offers us a much desired distraction
From the rising cost of living, the collapsing 
	 pound’s contraction,
And the country’s current economic mess!
Alan Millard

NO. 3274: BEYOND THE CRINGE

It’s toe-curlingly bad analogy time (up to 
eight each). Here’s a winner, courtesy of Chris 
O’Carroll, from a previous contest: ‘He broke 
wind with the menacing thunder of ancestral 
voices not only prophesying war, but actually 
launching a poison gas attack to get the hos-
tilities started.’ Please email entries to lucy@
spectator by midday on 2 November.

SOLUTION TO 2575: PROBLEM XIII

5 (the number of GOLD RINGS, from ‘The Twelve Days of 
Christmas’: 34/22A) x 103 (the number of the PSALM (7D) 
BENEDIC ANIMA MEA: 41/30/1D) x 5 (the number of 
SYMBOLS AT YOUR DOOR, from ‘Green Grow the Rushes, 
O’: 3/8/38) = 2575 (the number of the PUZZLE (14)).

First prize O.F.G. Phillips, Oxford
Runners-up Clive West, Old Windsor, Berks;
M.D. Conway, Grimsby, Lincs
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The same word appears as 
eight headwords in Cham-
bers. Unclued lights indicate 
what they mean. The word 
will appear in the completed 
grid and must be shaded.
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